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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Wedding Style: No Holds Barred 


I was working from home yesterday and decided my dress code 
would be a flouncy floor-length dress with a blush liner and white 
georgette overlay. I threw my hair up in a top knot, skipped the makeup, 
and traipsed around my loft as I edited and approved pages of this issue. 
The whole thing was very regal, in a casual and sporty way. The dress 
had just arrived from India from eShakti, a company that gives options to 
customize with our measurements and preferences, for pretty stinking 
cheap. I tell you, I'd buy local, if locals could do this for me. For $40. My 
weight and size make that a hefty challenge, but I was as light as air in 
that dress. I felt pretty and witty and gay. I was like Maria in West Side 
Story, but without the murder. What an absolute delight for a Thursday. 

I'm not going to go so far as to say that I felt like I was in costume; 
costume implies that I departed from my usual sense of self. Instead, I 
was finding a new side of me that embraces white and pastel, airy and 
feminine. Considering that my normal uniform is black with black on 
black with pants, what is comfortable trends toward what the Sharks 
would wear in West Side Story, not what Maria or Anita would sell in their 
dress shop. But, just as our personalities are fluid, so can be our styles. 
What is said over and over by the fashion authorities in this issue is how 
there may be certain cues to pick up on when dressing for weddings, but 
what's most important is that all of us feel comfortable and authentic in 
what we wear (p. 36). Let's do that every day. 

Ibring up costumes because it's remarkable to me how many options 
we have today for what we'd like to wear. When I was a young kid in 
the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, it seemed like costumes were prohibitively 
expensive. I mean, we wore just the face instead of the whole mask. It 
was half of a head, literally. I had a Wonder Woman mask that included 
a facade of a face with black hair to go with my Underoos; today, we can 
get a wig and makeup with a whole corseted spangly getup for probably 
the same amount of money. We can be Wonder Woman instead of just 
dressing up as her. What’s more, today we can put our own spin on Won- 
der Woman. Wig or no. Makeup or no. Corset or no. And ГЇЇ probably 
wear the sensible red-and-gold shoes instead of the boots. 

Oh, I loved to dress up. I yearned for those awful hard-plastic toy high 
heels that hung in their packages in the toy section and made sounds 
like fingernails on a chalkboard when scraped along the floor on little, 
klutzy feet. I could dress up as a cop or a cowboy or a witch or a model 
or one of Charlie’s Angels (I had the Kate Jackson doll). I hit a snag 
when my brother cut off all my flaxen locks and hid them under the sofa 
with Mom’s “good” scissors, the Fiskars, and I became a boyish little 
Diana Prince with a scabby chin. But, no matter. Once I spun around and 
around, I was that Amazon princess with the golden Lasso of Truth and 
invisible jet. Or I’d punch you if you said otherwise. 

And then my feet and I grew and could no longer fit into the shoes 
and clothes that girls my age wore, costumes or not. Pictures show that 
I was literally two-to-three times bigger than my counterparts. I was 
becoming a large, Nordic woman...early. I couldn’t shop where they 
shopped, I couldn’t wear what they wore, I couldn’t giggle like them. It 
was too contrived. I was too different. I stopped being interested in style. 
And that was the rest of my childhood. In that time, I lost the style wan- 
derlust and gained inhibitions. Rules. Polarities. What’s within the ac- 
cepted norm, what's on the fringes, and what is unacceptable. I couldn't 
see myself getting married. I couldn’t even envision what I could wear, 
thanks to the rules. 


As we think about today, 2015, when rules are being rewritten to 
include the rainbow community in legal marriage, such changes also 
extend to style. What was once unacceptable is now legal across the na- 
tion. Weddings don’t need to be (but can be) the political statements that 
some have been in recent (and not so recent) years. The ceremonies and 
celebrations can be exactly what you and your beloved want them to be. 
Rainbows and pink triangles and lavender accents are optional. You can 
do what you want. 

When I search the internet for specific magazine wedding issues 
for this community, I come up with ours and a handful of digital-only 
specials. Where does this community go for answers? Four years ago, 
when we started pulling together issues dedicated solely to being Wed- 
ding Issues, I had so many questions. I asked the style experts about the 
rules. Do grooms tend to match? Should brides avoid similar dresses? 
What happens with rings? Eight dedicated issues and over 800 pages of 
weddings and wedding-related content for this rainbow community later, 
there still aren’t really any hard and fast answers. Guess what don’t really 
exist? Rules. 

It’s as if by working outside the rules, this community avoided a lot of 
them. Sure, we can say that there’s always the chance of heteronormativ- 
ity sneaking in and what are gay weddings seem straight, but that’s part 
of not having rules. Go for it. Do what you want. Maybe there won’t be 
such a thing as heteronormativity in the future and weddings will just be 
weddings. Have the day of your dreams. Be authentic. Make your bow 
ties out of your parents’ wedding garb, as can be done by The Bow Tie 
Shoppe (p. 46). Get custom rings like those designed by George and 
Rony (p. 48) or have some rebar made into circles or get tattoo rings. 
Tve seen it all. And it is all valid and binding and symbolic and beautiful. 

When my day comes, if it comes, I might show up to the tune of “I 
Feel Pretty" in a white flouncy dress ordered off the internet or from the 
gals selling the dresses to curvy brides (p. 42), or I might just rope my 
betrothed with my golden Lasso of Truth while sporting a scab on my 
chin. However it goes, it will be what's right for me. For us. The world is 
more open than ever before, for anyone, regardless of who we are, what 
we look like, who we marry, when we marry, and if we marry. 


Whatever we do, let's do it in our own authentic style. 
With you and with thanks, 
Andy E 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Synecdoche/Metonymy — 
More Than Figures of Speech 


"Synecdoche," according to Wikipedia, is *a rhetorical trope similar 
to metonymy — a figure of speech in which a term that denotes one 
thing is used to refer to a related thing." Something, basically, that sub- 
stitutes the part for the whole: “crown” for “king,” “flag” for “country,” 
and so on. 

All this is by way of getting to our current flag question, i.e., whether 
to remove all forms of the Confederate flag, as happened on the South 
Carolina Capitol grounds, from other locations. But what “other loca- 
tions”? And and what does “flag” mean to different people? 

In 1862 American composer George Frederick Root wrote Battle Cry 
of Freedom, a patriotic song for the Union cause. The tune was so popu- 
lar that a version was adapted for the Confederacy. 

While the Blues sang: 

The Union forever! Hurrah, boys, hurrah! 

Down with the traitors, up with the stars; While we rally round the flag, 
boys, we rally once again, Shouting the battle cry of freedom! 

The Grays chanted: 

Our Dixie forever! She’s never at a loss! 
Down with the eagle and up with the cross We'll rally "round the bonny 


flag, well rally once again, Shout, shout the battle cry of Freedom! 

'There's a movement to remove all Confederate flag images, and a 
counter-movement of outraged folk citing "heritage," marching in robes 
and hoods, flaunting the Stars and Bars at a presidential motorcade, and, 
until recently, ordering it printed on specialty license plates in Texas. 
Lee Rowland, speaking for the ACLU in a July 22 Washington Post ar- 
ticle, made an excellent distinction between South Carolina's move and 
a recent decision by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles to deny 
Confederate flag images. 

South Carolina legislators, Rowland wrote, realized it was time to 
change, and voted a policy change to lower the flag, while in the license 
plate issue, Texas violated the First Amendment rights of individuals to 
express their opinion. 

Far from being hypocritical, said Rowland, the ACLU, who had urged 
the removal of the South Carolina flag, fights to keep all citizens constitu- 
tionally protected, even for issues with which they don't agree, believing 
that stifling private speech at whatever level is a constitutional failure. 

Nobody said democracy would be easy, any more than is parsing fig- 
ures of speech. 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... | BY BARRY LEAVITT 


FARGO-MOORHEAD PRIDE 

August 13-16 

Various Fargo-Moorhead locations 

'The Upper Midwest Pride season continues 
with the 15th anniversary of Fargo-Moorhead 
Pride. The event draws crowds from through- 
out North Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota, 
and Canada, making it one of the nation's 
largest rural celebrations. Events include a 
5K run/walk, block party, parade, and Pride 
in the Park. Visit www.pridecollective.com/ 
fmpride for more information. 


FETISHBALL: LEATHER AND LACE 

August 14 * 7 p.m.-2 a.m. 

'The Saloon 

830 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

Join us at The Saloon for a formal gala in 
support of Ms. Minnesota Leather Pride 2015, 
Aurora Lee. Your hosts are Mr. Twin Cities 
Leather 2015, Steven Patton, and the legend- 
ary Dee Richards. There's something for just 
about everyone at this event: beer bust, photo 
booth, raffles, live entertainment, and live 
demos. The suggested dress code includes for- 
mal leather, formal latex/rubber, formal drag, 
and formal PVC, sports gear, puppy gear, fetish 
wear, construction gear, denim, uniforms, etc. 
Proceeds go to Ms. Minnesota Leather Pride 
2015, Aurora Lee's travel fund to get her to 
Great Lakes Alliance Weekend XIV to compete 
for the title of Ms. Great Lakes Leather Pride. 
Search “Fetishball: Leather and Lace" on Face- 
book for more information. 


THE NUDIE NUBIE SHOW 

August 14 * 10:30 p.m. 

Town House Bar 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 

Come on down to the Town House Bar for The 
Nudie Nubie Show - An Amateur Reveal two- 
year birthday bash! It's also the third show 

in the new cycle of competitors for the Next 
Ultimate Reveal. Join hosts Foxy Tann, Victoria 
DeVille and Red Bone, along with your Nudie 
Nubie Ultimate Reveal winners Vivienne Le 
Détruire, Sassy von Straddler, Deeva Rose and 
more special guests. The terrible twos never 
looked so good! Nudie Nubies is one of the 
most fun shows in town, presenting not only 
new burlesque performers but some mighty 
fine professionals too! Are you a potential 
peeler, a wannabe wiggler, or you just want 

to support the Twin Cities newest burlesque 
talent? This is the night for you! And it's only 
$5! Visit www.townhousebar.com for more 
information. 


TUBING DOWN THE CANNON RIVER 
August 15 * 10 a.m. 

Welch Mill Canoeing & Tubing 

26389 County 7 Blvd., Welch 

'The Minneapolis Movie Bears and the North 
Country Bears are getting together again for 
another big day of tubing down the Cannon 
River, but you don't have to be a bear, cub, or 
otter to join in the fun. Tubes are $10 each. 
After tubing, many in the group will be going 
to Treasure Island Resort & Casino for the 
buffet or hitting a hamburger joint on the way 
back. Visit www.minneapolismoviebears.com 
or www.ncbears.com for more information. 


BEAR BAR NIGHT 

August 22 * 8-11 p.m. 

Bolt Underground 

515 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 
Join the North Country Bears for their 
monthly Bear Bar Night in the Bolt Under- 
ground. $7 gets you a cup for keg beer, pop, 
and a whole lot of burly bears. Grrr. And if you 
need something to gnaw on, the eagleBOLT- 
bar offers pizza, sandwiches, burgers, and 
other munchies. Visit www.eagleboltbar.com 
for more information. 


LET'S DO LUNCH 

August 28 * 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Little Brothers – Friends of the Elderly 
1845 E. Lake St., Minneapolis 

An exciting new monthly lunch event has 
begun for GLBT seniors. The cost is free, and 
includes a relaxed and healthy lunch, fabulous 
dessert, and great conversation. Come for the 
food and stay for the company. It's a great op- 
portunity to be yourself and make new friends 
in a warm, accepting and welcoming atmo- 
sphere. While you're there, you can get info 
about senior care options and GLBT services. 
Space is limited so call ahead. 


NORTH COUNTRY BEARS DRIVE-IN & PIG 
OUT 

August 29 • 5:30 p.m. 

Vali-Hi Drive-In 

11260 Hudson Blvd. N., Lake Elmo 

Join the North Country Bears for a barbecue 
tailgate affair at Vali-Hi Drive In. They'll have 
barbecue and all the fixin's before the sun goes 
down and the movies start. All you'll need to 
bring is your beverage of choice. Have your 
car in line at Vali-Hi by 5:30 p.m. to ensure 

you get to enter the theater grounds and get 
parked with the group. Tickets are $8.50 for 
all three movies, if you can make it that long! 
Search “North Country Bears Drive-in & Pig 
Out" on Facebook for more info. m 
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OUR SCENE 


FOOD & DINING | BY JOY SUMMERS | PHOTOS BY JOY SUMMERS 


Laurel Elm sets up for service. 


M »w—— 5 


saint Dinette 


The concrete walls and floors stay cool to the touch, even on the hot- 
test day. A section of corrugated tin shields the bar. Windows line the 
walls, allowing for light to play across the mod white chairs while the staff 
minds every table. There’s a clink of glassware and a steady, low hum of 
active conversation. The greetings are immediate and a table is quickly 
procured. This is Saint Dinette and it has been a long time coming. 

Tim Niver and J.D. Fratzke have worked tirelessly to create this 
Lowertown St. Paul corner spot where the neighborhood can gather 
and share a meal. The vibe is elegant enough for a special occasion, 
but not so stuffy that regulars can’t pull up a barstool and hang every 
other night of the week. The name came, in part, from the memory of a 
dinette table, that cozy nook inside an eat-in kitchen where Mom would 
serve eggs just the way you liked them. It has been well over two years 
that they sought just the right location for this restaurant dream. Along 
the way they gathered friends and believers in the dream, including 
Laurel Elm and Adam Eaton. 

Elm is an experienced front-of-house whiz, having joined the project 


after a run as a general manager at La Belle Vie. In addition to being a 
gracious, easy-going host (not unlike Niver, who’s a legend in the indus- 
try for unpretentious hospitality), she’s skilled with a cocktail shaker. 
The drink of the summer is her creation, the Watermelon Shrub. The 
drink is as gentle on the palate as a summer breeze, tart and sassy as 
Blanche Devereaux, and everything worth sipping on a daily basis. The 
balancing act of spirit, fruit, and basil perfume is just dry enough to go 
down smooth and clean, one after another. It’s enough to envy those who 
live in the Rayette Lofts above the space. 

In the kitchen is Adam Eaton, creator of the greatest bologna sand- 
wich of all time. Eaton and Elm had worked together at La Belle Vie. It 
was Elm who recruited him to the project, knowing that she worked well 
with him and likes him enough to keep him around. Like, likes him likes 
him; the two are engaged. 

More importantly, let’s address this bologna situation. Bologna is not 
supposed to be something you find yourself craving all hours of the day. 
It’s a late-at-night affair — or a moment of childhood nostalgia. This meat 
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Lunchtime Delivery mm 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
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WINE OF THE MONTH FOR AUGUST: LAYER CAKE 


Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec, Pinot Noir, Shiraz, Primitivo, Red Blend | Reg. $18.99 August 
Special $12.99 Save $6.00 Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc | Reg. $16.99 August Special $10.99 Save $6.00. 


NEW BEERS ARRIVING WEEKLY! 
COME VISIT OUR HUGE ROSÉ SELECTION! 
EVERY DAY SPECIALS: 


Purchase any 12 wines, received 1096 OFF (includes Sales Items) 
Mix and Match 6 Pack of Beer, received 10 ?6 OFF 


COME SEE OUR EXPANDED CRAFT BEER SELECTION 


Visit us for consumer samplings both Friday & Saturday from 
2pm to 7pm and a sweet selection always! 


1010 Washington Avenue | Minneapolis MN 55415 | Ground level of the Bridgewater Lofts | 612.339.4040 | Open Mon-Sat 8am-10pm | www 1010wws.com 


Come in and we will help you select 
the perfect beverages for your special day! 
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WITH JOY SUMMERS 


1. Pork Loaf. 2. Summer Bourbon. 3. Watermelon Shrub at the 
bar. 4. The best Bologna Sandwich ever. 


- ME 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 
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FOOD & DINING WITH JOY SUMMERS 


is so beautifully spiced, with a creamy texture that it almost seems unfair 
for it to carry the same label as the meaty jingle that spells the name. 
Sliced just a bit fatter than lunch meat, it's layered atop a squishy St. Ag- 
nes Bakery bun and dressed with an oozy cheese sauce masquerading 
as American cheese. The rest of the menu will change with the seasons 
and whims of the farmers/producers they work with, but I have a feeling 
this sandwich will forever be on the menu. 

The cheese sauce also drapes itself wantonly all over the burger they 
serve, double patties of grass-fed, butter-fatty beef also tucked into one 
of those buns. The dishes are similar and yet, it's a Sophie's choice to 
order just one. How do you pick between the decadent meats? 

Contrasting the diner down-home feel of the bun-embraced meats 
are the elegant seasonal plates, like the pork loaf. What sounds like 
another version of smushed, mixed meat is in fact a stunner of a dish, 
kissed with smoke in a delicate pork broth. They claim it's a take on 
meatloaf, but the dishes are barely related. This is fine dining excellence 
with just a little wink-wink-nudge-nudge, know what I mean? 

'This is how Niver and Fratzke operate. What might not seem to be 
an obvious connection on paper blends seamlessly into a joyous dining 
experience. They've done this before with The Strip Club, which has 
grown to become a St. Paul institution. Named for a cut of steak, the 
menu highlights are the ever-changing small plates that the kitchen 
dreams up. The steak is the steak and it is always good, but the creativ- 
ity of the kitchen staff is the draw for regulars. Well, that and the impec- 
cable cocktail menu and excellent service. This duo has worked hard 
to establish themselves and bring some friends along on their success- 


ful run. Both have been at this game long enough that staff who have 
taken a turn inside those cozy, gothic walls are now spreading out and 
doing great things for food culture. From Dan Oskey's Tattersall Distill- 
ing Company to far off locations like Puerto Rico, the tastemakers who 
honed their craft under the guidance of Niver and Fratzke are making 
their own success stories. It only makes sense that a second restaurant 
would do that for the next generation. 

Eaton's dishes are already changing, the summer menu is turning 
from early to peak summer produce. Elm is leading her team in the art of 
anticipating a guest's needs. The bar staff is one of the best in the Twin 
Cities, with drink makers who are a force to be reckoned with. Every 
meal should begin with a palate-prepping Watermelon Shrub. It's crisp, 
clear, kissed with fruit, perfumed with grassy basil and so positively re- 
freshing that it might as well be called the August Antidote. 

As the landscape of Lowertown has changed, so too will Saint Dinette 
as it evolves into the living, breathing entity it's destined to become. In 
the meantime, the bologna sandwich, spectacular seasonal plates, and 
humble-brag style service is hitting all the right notes. It's the coolest 
restaurant in the coolest neighborhood in the Saintly city. Ш 


SAINT DINETTE 

261 East 5th Street 
Saint Paul, MN 
651-800-1415 
www.saintdinette.com 


(From left) The view from Saint Dinette. 
The Cheeseburger is a contender. 
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WHEN Thursday, September 3 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Music Man. Photo by T. Charles Erickson 


THE MUSIC MAN 

Through Aug. 30 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. 
612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


A way in which older men trapped in angrily rigid behaviors 
can squelch the human spirit is one of the deepest concerns of 
The Music Man. Those who reflexively deride Meredith Willson's 
1957 musical classic will likely ridicule the “Americana” look and 
style of that most productions rightly manifest. Of course, that 
is a superficial interpretation and there is something beautiful 
about "Americana." 

At the Guthrie, director John Miller-Stephany not only 
manifests that, but his staging is peopled with a vividly arrayed 
ensemble of period performances from the very smallest roles 
to the leads. Everyone impeccably embodies parochial small- 
town Iowa, 1912, and out of that a vibrantly creative spirit revolts 
from within to wrestle down the puritanical, punitive rigidity that 
life and social conditioning have thrown them to. This includes 
women, children, and some of the men who are genuinely sick 
of those of their fellow gender being such curmudgeons and 
brutes. These characters are upright Christians who, ironically, 
seem incapable of forgiveness or are too easily swayed by the 
unforgiving among their flock. But maybe Willson's overview is 
Providence's way of leading them back to the Golden Rule. 


Danny Binstock plays Harold 
Hill, the traveling salesman who 
first tries to deceive the citizens of 
River City into buying band instru- 
ments and uniforms. Though the 
dazzling Binstock tends to sing 
some songs too quickly, it is prob- 
ably not his choice. And it's great 
to see a younger actor in a role too 
often played by men too old for 
the part. He is well-matched with 
a luminous Stacey Bono as Marian 
the librarian who sheds her cyni- 
cism to embrace both Harold and 
the joy of life. This acting pair is 
endearing. 

The Guthrie's staging is en- 
hanced by vivid detail, historically 
inspired. Mathew J. LeFebvre's 
costumes and Todd Rosenthal's 
set splendidly emanate a surface 
of rosy perfection. Joe Chvala's 
choregraphy and Andrew Cooke's 
music direction frolic with 
vibrancy. 


THE PIRATES OF 
PENZANCE 

Through Aug. 16 

Ordway Center 

345 Washington St., St. Paul 
612-224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Ordway Center is a 
unique treasure of an institution. 
Not only does it bring us major 
musical works from out of town, 
including Broadway, but it often 
produces its own musical revivals, 
which are typically Broadway 
caliber. Their track record on this 
count has been excellent for years 
under the leadership of produc- 
ing artistic director James Rocco 
and president and CEO Patricia 
Mitchell, who retires at the end of 
the year. 

Rocco has distinguished him- 
self as among the top tier of Twin 
Cities musical directors, which is 
pretty impressive when you con- 
sider that that tier includes Peter 
Rothstein, Joe Chvala, John Com- 
mand, Michael Brindisi, and John 
Miller-Stephany. Rocco, known for 
his Broadway Songbook revues, re- 
cently mounted a dynamo of a 
revival of Damn Yankees and on 
the heels of that he has revived 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Pirates 
of Penzance. 

Rocco has a subtly inge- 
nious way of making classics 
accessible to today’s eye and ear, 
yet his work exudes the original 
spirit the show originated in. He 
says that The Pirates of Penzance 
affected “the entire future of 
musical comedy. There are still 
songs written in the same form 
today. The songs we hear today 
have a slightly different musical 
accompaniment. Our ears have 
become accustomed to a brighter 
orchestra sound, which led to my 
wanting to keep the show exactly 
as written but with an orchestra- 
tion that more represented the 
sound we hear on Broadway 
today. We are doing the exact 
songs, written in the same way as 
originally intended, same tempo, 
etc., but our show has been 
slightly re-orchestrated. We do not 
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LIGHT 


use any contemporary instruments. All of the instruments could 
have been used in the original production. We simply highlight 
the instrumental sounds that people currently expect to hear in 
musical comedy." 


20,000 LEAGUES 


UNDER THE SEA 

Through Aug. 23 

Children's Theatre, 2400 Third Ave. S., Mpls. 
612-874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


Clever and engaging, the Children’s Theatre had adapted 
Jules Verne's classic 1870 sci-fi novel into a contemporary high- 
tech, high-energy onsite theatricalized experience directed by 
Ryan Underbakke. Audience members are taken in small groups 
to walk, trot, run, and often crouch at the command of hyper- 
earnest actors playing zealous naval officers shuttling them 
under the sea to different rooms representing the shuttle and 
the stranded submarine below, the Nautilus. All performances 
are sharply focused. 

Some of the children, the morning I attended, were genu- 
inely frightened and even crying. So this is a show best left for 
older children accompanied by parents. For those who have 
difficulties trotting, running, and crouching, this experience may 
be taxing. Some older audience members in my group had some 
difficulties. One suggested aspect parents can talk about is Reed 
Sigmund’s deliberately grotesque performance as Russian first 
mate of the enemy submarine, Pius Alquis. It's a demonizing and 


You Can't Take it With You. Photo by Teri Pickett 


28 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 6-19, 2015 


20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. Photo by Dan Norman 


rather frightening portrayal of a 
Slavic man that some may want 
to discuss, whether they are of 
Slavic descent or not. 

Something older kids might 
discuss is Gerald Drake's exqui- 
sitely decadent portrayal of what 
appears to be a corrupt American, 
or Western, general. The piece 
muses on the way in which we 
may not always be sure that those 
in positions of military authority 
always have our national security 
as their utmost priority. 


YOU CAN'T TAKE IT 
WITH YOU 

Through Aug. 9 

Jungle Theater 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. 
612-822-7063 
www.jungletheater.com 


George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart wrote the comedy that won 
the 1937 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 
Revivals of You Can't Take it With 
You can easily seem old hat and 
safe, but at the Jungle, director 
Gary Gisselman has recreated 
the late '30s with deep affection 
for the time; both through the ec- 
centric characters and the various 
views of life they maintain. You 
may leave uplifted (I certainly 
did) but you'll have a lot to mull 
over: the deadening way in 
which the economic rat race can 
degrade our humanity, how much 


precious time and energy we 
spend on trying to impress others 
when their opinion shouldn't 
make a bit of difference, and the 
way in which men grow old either 
gracefully or curmudgeonly. 
Gisselman has elicited some 
deeply original performances 
from some top Twin Cities 
actors. Anna Sundberg plays 
“working class" gal, Alice, and 
Hugh Kennedy plays her wealthy 
fiancé, Tony Kirby. Sundberg is 
a consistently strong actress but 
she has never been this authentic 
and vulnerable. Kennedy is lovely 
as a dynamic guy who stands up 
to his snooty, judgmental parents 
played with flourish by an actual 
married couple, Nathaniel and 
Cathleen Fuller. They are terrific 
as characters you love to hate. 
But it's Raye Birk as Alice's 
Grandpa Martin who really seems 
to be the beating heart of the 
show. Birk illuminates a man who 
has bravely and lovingly ques- 
tioned the wisdom of struggling 
your way up the money tree out 
of a habit born of fear. He may not 
make you change your life, but 
you'll be provided golden nuggets 
to reflect on. Tom Butsch's set 
and Amelia Cheever's cos- 
tumes vibrate the '30s ambience 
with warmth and style. 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


2015 FRINGE FEST 


HAS A MEATY GLBT LINE-UP — TRANS SHOWS 
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Coffee, Tea, or Me. Photo by Matheu Brooks 


This year’s Minnesota Fringe Festival has an array of GLBT shows 
that last no more than an hour. It’s a great way to take the pulse of 
where things are and where they are going within the queer “zeit- 
geist.” This year’s trans-oriented shows promise to be especially 
strong. Some of the GLBT works are locally grown, some have come 
from afar. Here are some of the offerings that can be seen at a variety 
of Minneapolis venues. Go to www.fringefestival.org for performance 
times. 


COFFEE, TEA, OR ME 


Phoenix Theatre 


No. It’s not that racy pulp (hetero) sex fiction book, it’s one of 
Fringe’s most beloved veterans, Les Kurkendaal. He may be from L.A. 
but he has a devoted Twin Cities following. This show is about the 
time he took a road trip to Minneapolis from Los Angeles to get over a 
serious case of writer’s block. He listened to a lot of public radio on the 
way, which fueled his imagination. 


CONFESSIONS OF A BUTTER PRINCESS 
OR WHY THE COW JUMPED OVER THE MOON 
Theatre in the Round 

When a cow (Hector Chavarria) and a Queen (Erin Denman) try to 
escape the wrath of three princesses named Kay (Alana Horton, Briana 
Patnode, Madelyne Riley), butter actually becomes a matter of life and 
death. Director Chris Garza shares: “Гуе lived in Minnesota for almost 
a decade now and even though this has become my home, there are 
aspects of Minnesota that remain fantastically strange. I'm talking about 
the butter princesses at the State Fair. I wanted to make a fun show rooted 
in my love for the princesses — and my love of butter — with a great cast 
and a queer sensibility. (It is) set in outer space because it's Fringe!” 


GETTING TO ELLEN 
Mixed Blood Theatre 


Trans activist-author Ellen Krug's autobiography has been adapted 
for stage by David Ahlvers and directed by Patrick Kozicky who says, 
"Though Ellen Krug's journey is very specifically about her gender 
identity, there is a very clear message about self-discovery and living 
your life authentically." 

Krug shares that the play “focuses on my struggle to love myself 
over loving Lydia, my soul mate of 32 years. We had started out as 
high school sweethearts. Like many, I was taught that self-sacrifice 
for others is paramount; for me, that rule meant denying my essence 
as a woman. I believe the play explores this struggle and the theme of 
how each of us seek authenticity as our true selves. I call it my 'gender 
journey." Produced by the GLBT-oriented BOOM! Theatre. 


GROWING INTO MY BEARD 
HUGE Theater 


Written by solo performer Bay Bryan, director Artem Yatsu- 
nov shares that this “is a personal coming-out and coming-of-age story. 
From Bay's hilarious and erratic improvs, his soft and silken songs, to 
the lingering melodies undercutting scenes of sorrowful daydreams, the 
entire show is ultimately Bay's triumph of identity. To me, Bay's story 
is a great statement of why celebrating the acceptance of your queer 
identity is just as vital as acknowledging the struggle of being queer." 


MELANCHOLY LONDON 
Mixed Blood Theatre 


Tim Uren has created some marvelous Fringe shows in the past 
and his latest, Melancholy London, produced by Ghoulish Delights, 
looks to be a sure bet. He goes to supernatural Welsh author Arthur 
Machen's The Inmost Light for this new stage adaptation. 

Uren shares, "The first time I read Machen's tale of theft, murder, 
and demonic possession, I was left saying ‘but I loved that!’ and Tm 
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ARTS 


Shelly Bachberg Presents: Orange is the New PO.T.U.S: The Musical. 
Photo by Dan Norman 


Standing on Ceremony: The Gay Marriage Plays. Photo by Paul Murphy 


not sure what happened! The plot and characters are swimming 

in subtle insinuations and unspoken agendas. In the story, Dyson 
(Tristan Miller) tells his acquaintance, Salisbury (Matt Saxe), about 
the investigation of a strange crime. As I worked with the text, the 
tone of their conversation reminded me of the way ex-lovers speak: a 
strange blend of good manners, vague accusations, and bittersweet 
affection. Once I saw that I could no longer see the story in any other 
way. In my adaptation, their love is what's truly at stake, and Dyson's 
sinister tale of Dr. Black, played by myself, and Mrs. Black, played by 
Boo Segersin, serves as a dark mirror to their relationship." 


SHELLY BACHBERG PRESENTS: 
ORANGE IS THE NEW P.O.T.U.S: THE MUSICAL 


Rarig Thrust 


Max Wojtanowicz and Nikki Swoboda gave us the terrific Fruit 
Fly: The Musical with Michael Gruber's music. Their latest draws on 
the political ramblings of former Republican Congresswoman Michele 
Bachmann, including her feelings on GLBT legislation and the com- 
munity at large. It also features a lesbian character played by Kendall 
Anne Thompson. 

(Doppleganger Alert!) Those who enjoy Kim Kivens's top-notch 
musical performances have probably noticed that she resembles 
Bachmann. So you, like me, knew it was only a matter of time until she 
played the Tea Party's favorite homophobe on stage. Kivens shares, 
"Shelly Bachberg Presents: Orange is the New P.O.T.U.S.: The Musical is 
a show about how easy it is for people to come into power. A blind eye 
can be turned and the next thing you know that crazy wacky politician 
that you can't believe is taken seriously is now in office. My motivation 
to do this show is due to the writing being smart, kooky, and off-the- 
wall because a lot of it isn't a stretch to what a certain real politician 
may have said and continues to say in the public eye. Thank goodness 
for YouTube; I use it for character study." 


PAM + JAVI = FOREVER 


Rarig Proscenium 


Pam Colby is a filmmaker of note because she tells such great sto- 
ries (including having written some for this very publication). So you 
can easily imagine she can do the same in person. Colby is joined by 
another talent, Javier Morillo. She shares, “I first heard Javier perform 
when I attended the monthly Moth storytelling competition at the 
Amsterdam Bar and Grill in St. Paul. I was struck by how out, honest, 
and vulnerable he was. Clearly the large multi-generational audience 
was receptive. I began telling my stories and the audience connected. 


We decided to join forces in a Fringe show. My stories are about grow- 
ing up queer in Iowa, and navigating gender borders. Javi's stories 

are about growing up queer in Puerto Rico, and navigating cultural 
borders. Humor is central to our approach." 


STANDING ON CEREMONY: 
THE GAY MARRIAGE PLAYS 


Rarig Proscenium 


You may remember this grouping of plays by various playwrights 
was simultaneously presented in 40 theaters in 2011. It was a historic 
event for both the histories of gay and lesbian civil rights as well as 
the American theater. The Ensemble Theatre Co. in partnership with 
Dakota Fine Arts Consortium has revived it — a great idea, given now 
that we have marriage equality. The more we reflect, examine, and — 
not to mention — have some laughs about gay marriage, the better 
informed we are about this institution we can finally partake in. 

Director Mary Beth King points out, "Like all brides and grooms, 
these couples have the usual issues to solve before marriage that 
cause fights and tears and drama: legalities, connecting flights, family 
interference, table place cards, reception venues, the definition of 
lifetime commitments, and the meaning of promises." 


TRANS FAMILIES 
HUGE Theatre 


Playwright and book author Christy Marie Kent says Trans Fami- 
lies tells the stories of three families with minor children when a parent 
transitions. “When I went through my own transition, several people at 
work or in the neighborhood said, ‘I don't have anything against him 
becoming a woman. Really! I'm not a bigot. But, I'm just worried about 
the children. If he really cared about his kids, would he put them 
through this?' I hope that this project — the book and the show — 
puts an end to that kind of thinking, for these stories demonstrate that 
the kids are going to be all right." 

Kent, an intensive researcher, shares, “I loved getting to know 
these families. To get the story of the transgender trucker, I rode 
with her for a week, getting insight into the trucking lifestyle while 
recording her story. In some cases I have done the phone interviews 
by phone or via Skype. But, in all cases, these people illustrate that the 
best option for each individual family depends on its situation." ш 


MINNESOTA FRINGE FESTIVAL 
Jul. 30-Aug. 9 
www.fringefestival.org 
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OUR SCENE 


SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS 


5 Reasons to Keep 
Watching Women's Soccer 


It happens every time. Every man, woman, 
and child in the United States goes crazy for 
women's soccer for approximately two weeks, 
only to forget it exists for the next four years. 
I'm no better. Although I go crazy for women's 
soccer during the FIFA World Cup, and then 
again during the Summer Olympics, too, be- 
fore forgetting it exists. Say it with me: *Not this 
time!" There are plenty of reasons why 2015 
could be the year that excitement for women's 
soccer in the United States is here to stay. 


1. GLBT PRIDE 

Hello, look at all the lesbians! The United 
States Women's National Team (USWNT) 
boasts three out lesbian players and their head 
coach, Jill Ellis. Led both on and off the field 
by the legendary and soon-to-be-retired Abby 
Wambach, the USWNT was the most publicly 
out team in the FIFA World Cup tournament. 
A photo of Wambach kissing her wife as she 
leaned over the rail in congratulations after 
the championship game went viral. "This is 
what love looks like!” some people shouted 
from their computers, while the rest of us 
yelled, *Oh my god, she's gonna fall!" Then, 
during an interview with SportsCenter, mid- 
fielder Megan Rapinoe was asked to write 
down one word to describe herself. Hastily 
scribbling on her whiteboard, Rapinoe flipped 
it over and gleefully cried, “GAAAAAAY!” 


2. MARSHAWN WHO? 

"Beast Mode," is what they call the Se- 
ahawks Marshawn Lynch, for his punishing 
running style. Compared to Morgan Brian, 
Alexandra Popp, and Abby Wambach, it's 
more like “Kitten Mode." In the 28th minute 
of USA vs. Germany, Brian of the USWNT and 
Popp of Germany both jumped for the ball on 
a free kick, clashing heads and crumpling to 
the turf. For about five minutes, both players 
received medical attention, as home viewers 
watched blood seep through Popp's blonde 
hair. For those of us used to the “flopping” of 
men's basketball and soccer, what happened 
next was unbelievable. Brian walked to the 
sideline for a quick concussion test, Popp 
wrapped tape around her head, and then both 


women van back onto the field and played the 
game until the end. 

The play was reminiscent of a similar mo- 
ment in 2010, when Abby Wambach collided 
with a player from Mexico during a World 
Cup qualifier. The less queasy and curious can 
Google “Abby Wambach staples” for a glimpse 
of how much tougher Wambach is than the rest 
of us. As she lay on the grass, blood streamed 
from her head while she waited for the training 
staff to tend to her. They must have been out 
of tape, because instead they used a staple gun. 
WHO HAS STAPLE GUNS ON THE SIDE- 
LINES? That's right, they stapled her head 
right then and there, as she slightly winced, 
got up, and kept playing. 

Marshawn, you have a lot of beasting to do 
to catch up. 


3. HIGHLIGHTS 

Two words: Hat Trick. For those of you who 
associate these words with magicians and rab- 
bits, let me tell you what they mean in futbol. 
Three goals by one player in a single game. 
How about Carli Lloyd with a hat trick in the 
first 16 minutes of the World Cup Champion- 
ship vs. Japan, leading the U.S. to their first 
World Cup Title in 16 years in a 5-2 rout? How 
about one of those goals being launched from 
the midfield stripe? The feat was historic in 
many ways — she became the only woman to 
score a hat trick in a final, and the fastest to 
a hat trick among both men azd women. Who 
says soccer isn't exciting? And if those high- 
lights aren't enough to rock your socks, watch 
Hope Solo's dramatic saves against Australia. 
Those, combined with the remainder of her 
performance resulted in the Golden Glove: the 
World Cup Top Goalkeeper. 


4. GET WITH IT 

The rest of the world, that is. While football 
is the most popular sport in the United States, 
fütbol rules globally. That, and the metric sys- 
tem. C'mon America. Per FIFA's Big Count, 
there are over 275 million active players around 
the world. Compare that to the less than 5000 
players total in American-style football leagues 
around the world, combined. 


5. CHAMPIONS IN ACTION 

Did I mention all these women currently 
play on a team near you? Each player on the 
women's national team currently is on a ros- 
ter for one of the nine teams in the National 
Women's Soccer League. While the closest 
team to us here in Minnesota is the Chicago 
Red Stars, or perhaps FC Kansas City, the 
league has recently announced a deal with 
FOX Sports to televise 10 games of the 2015 
season, which has already begun. This is 
great news for those of us that want to see our 
favorite players in action. Golden Ball winner 
Carli Lloyd has already scored in her first out- 
ing with the Houston Dash, where Morgan 
Brian also plays. Hope Solo and Megan Rapi- 
noe both suit up for the Seattle Reign. The Red 
Stars boast Christen Press and Julie Johnston, 
and the Portland Thorns have the new cover 
girl of EA Sports' popular video game, FIFA 
16, Alex Morgan. Supporting these teams dur- 
ing the U.S. National Team “off-season” cre- 
ates a stronger team for international compe- 
tition and provides a host of inspiring women 
for young athletes to look up to. Not to men- 
tion the fact that numerous international stars 
also play in the league. 


BONUS: EASY ON THE EYES 

And if I don't yet have you convinced, let me 
remind you that these women aren't exactly, 
um, hard to watch. Out lesbian Ali Krieger was 
featured in this year's edition of ESPN's Body Is- 
sue, and needless to say, with the constant run- 
ning required in the sport, the women of soccer 
are in fantastic, uh, shape. A recent conversation 
in my household went something like: 

Me: Dang, with those eyes Га let Hope Solo 
get away with anything. 

Wife: Excuse me, what? I'm going to trade 
you in for Abby Wambach. 

Me: That'd probably be a good decision. 

Iknow, I know, sexism in sport, and all that, 
but these women are at their most attractive 
when they're doing what they do best, which 
is winning World Championships in dramatic 
fashion, giving us history-making and awe- 
inspiring moments while they're at it. It's time 
we stay tuned. B 
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e WEDDING STYLE • 


By Shane Lueck * Photos by Bruce Silcox 


WEDDING STYLE: THE 
MINNESOTA FASHION AWARDS WAY 


Spring wedding season may be behind us, but beware: fall weddings still 
lurk on the horizon. Styling yourself as a member of the wedding party is rela- 
tively easy: just follow what the happy couple suggest you do. But styling your- 
self as a guest gets pretty tricky. Should I wear my hair up or down? It's 90 
degrees, how can I stay cool but still dress appropriately? The people behind 
Rumble on the Runway and the Minnesota Fashion Awards offer their style 
tips for how to stay cool, calm, and stylish at the next wedding you're invited to. 


36 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 6-19, 2015 


STYLE STARTS AT THE TOP: HAIR 

Aside from finding the outfit, choosing a hairstyle is probably the next 
greatest stress factor for wedding guests. When deciding between an up-do 
or wearing your hair down, Tressie Schneider, the rumble segment coordi- 
nator for Rumble on the Runway and Minnesota Fashion Awards, suggests 
asking yourself five questions: 
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STYLE œ 


1. Is this a formal evening wedding? (Then go up.) 

2. Is it an afternoon, more relaxed wedding? (Think about wearing 
it down.) 

3. Is your total look formal or casual? (Style appropriately.) 

4. Is everyone in the wedding wearing their hair down, casual? (May- 
be don’t try so hard; rock it casual.) 

5. How do you want to wear your hair? (Perhaps the most important 
question, and then do a casual/formal version of that.) 

Not clear enough? Faatemah Ampy is an award-winning hair stylist and 
panelist for the Minnesota Fashion Awards, so heed her advice. “Guests 
should come dressed for the time of day the wedding is held,” Ampy says. 
“Common hair mistake: hair that is overdone. Your hairstyle should embody 
your personal style and not be driven by trend. Remember: trends are guide- 
lines, not a road map to excellence. Always do you!” 

A similar sentiment is shared by Fatima Olive, fellow Minnesota Fashion 
Awards panelist and makeup artist. “I recommend sticking with more classic 
styles; nothing too fussy or trendy,” she says. “A top knot, classic ponytail, and 
braids are all very fashionable and won't date you when you look at pictures 
10 years down the road." 

After taking a side in the great debate of up versus down, think about the 
texture of your hair. For warm weather, Olive recommends you stick with 
your hair's natural texture. In other words, if you have curly or wavy hair, in- 
corporate that into the hairstyle you are choosing. "That way you don't need to 
fight with humidity and have hair revert to its natural texture halfway through 
the ceremony,” she says. "And don't forget a bit of Big Sexy Hair Weather 
Proof spray to control the frizz." 


SAY NO TO SWEATY MAKEUP 


The experts agree: go for the “less is more" approach. Olive recom- 
mends a basic look: a tinted moisturizer or BB cream, a sheer stain for the 
cheeks and lips like Benetint from Benefit, and a waterproof mascara so 
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you don’t have to worry about it running during the ceremony (she loves 
Diorshow waterproof mascara). 

Make sure you're not falling into the trap of layering on more makeup 
or hair products to "last though the long day" and heat. Use the proper prep 
products and finishing products and you will extend the longevity of your 
hair and makeup looks without looking like your face and hair are frozen in 
time. Instead of falling into that trap, Schneider suggests a few steps to look 
great no matter the weather: 

e Prep your skin with a shine/oil control primer. 

e Go light on the moisturizers. 

e Prep your eyelids as well. Heat and sweat mean eyeshadow creas- 

ing and nobody has time for that. 

e Setwith a matte finishing powder and, if you get really oily, spray a 
setting spray in your T-zone. 

e Pack tissues to dab (not wipe) sweat off your forehead and oil blot- 
ting sheets for your upper lip and T-zone. 

e Rock a hat. Not only will it protect your face and scalp from getting 
burnt and shiny from direct sun hitting you, but it takes your total look 
to another level. 

e If skipping the hat option, make sure to use a humidity-resistant 
finishing hair spray. 

With that basic routine in your repertoire, the question then becomes how 
much makeup is appropriate to wear? Gauge the setting of the wedding and 
how formal or casual it is while staying true to your own style. “If you normally 
go all out with your makeup, there is no reason to hold back out of respect," 
Schneider says. "Do it up like you normally would. If you are a fresh face natu- 
ral kinda gal, maybe just up the game a little by adding a tad more cheek color 
and some lip color. It's a great way to ‘dress up’ your everyday face without 
adding too much time or products to your routine."Olive's best advice is to pay 
attention to skincare. "Makeup is icing on the cake," she says. "Take care of 
your skin and you actually need less makeup to look great." 
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TRENDY VS. CLASSIC 

“T do really think you can go either way,” Schneider says. “But as a gen- 
eral rule I say think of the style of the people who are getting married. If 
they are super trendy and that's the setting of the wedding, go for the latest 
trends! If it's more of a classic feel and the couple is more reserved, maybe 
go with the timeless LBD. You can always add a trendy shoe or scarf to jazz 
it up if you are bored with it." 

Of course, remember that weddings are highly photographed events. How 
would you like to be remembered 10 years from now? Is the trendy look going 
to date you? Olive says, "I think going too trendy can be a bit of a mistake or 
wearing anything too flashy that could upstage the couple getting married." 

Sarah Edwards, stylist and Minnesota Fashion Awards panelist, says it 
boils down to personal style. "It's important to focus on your own, personal 
style and find one that can work for a variety of events & parties," she says. 

Edwards suggests focusing on the theme of the wedding and use great 
tailoring to create your look, a thought that Schneider echoes. “Do your re- 
search for the wedding or event you are going to and know the dress code,” 
Schneider says. "Show respect for it and the hosts. But at the end of the day, 
be yourself and feel fabulous. You will have such a better time if you look and 
feel good and like yourself. Stay true to your own personal style while stay- 
ing within the dress code and feel of the event. Your smile and confidence 
will always be your best accessory and my best style tip." 


STAYING COOL DOESN'T MEAN MORE SKIN 

The key here is light, breathable fabrics — think quality linens. Schnei- 
der suggests open-toe shoes and her special trick: bring a little vintage fan 
in your clutch. She says, "You will keep your face cool and look so glam 
fanning yourself." 

While women can go sleeveless (or even strapless) for their attire, it's 
definitely harder for men to look dressed up and still stay cool. But a lot of 
Schneider's tips are the same: try breathable lightweight fabrics. If it's a 
more casual outdoor wedding, try breezy linen pants and a white button-up. 
"Dress cropped pants and chino shorts styled with dress shirts and ties or 
bow ties is a huge trend right now and can be a tad cooler," she says. "Just 
make sure you dress up those shorts if you go that route! Tread carefully 
there. Otherwise as a general rule for men, tanks and shorts are never ac- 
ceptable for a wedding." 

Edwards sympathizes with guys who want to stay cool during warm 
weather. She says, *Atmosfere in Minneapolis is the best place to find great 
things to wear for weddings. And it is always fashionable to #supportlocal.” 

The natural tendency in warm weather is to wear less clothing, but be 
careful not to show too much skin. Wear light fabrics that still cover instead 
of leaving little to nothing to the imagination. “I say for a general rule of dress- 
ing: show off one area, legs or arms/chest," Schneider says. *Not both and 
never midriffs for a wedding. A great style to keep cool and still look wedding- 
guest-appropriate is a strapless (not too low) chiffon A-line dress that comes to 
your knees. Or a simple loose slip dress made from a light fabric. Both can be 
styled more formal with heels and accessories or casual with flats." 

Edwards is quick to agree with this sentiment. "If it evens out youre OK,” 
Edwards says. “Meaning if you have a lot of leg showing, then cover up on the 
top. Or if you are wearing a maxi then it is okay to show more skin up top." 

On the opposite side of the spectrum, staying warm as we move into 
fall and winter wedding season is much easier. This isn't as hard as there 
is usually ample heat and weddings are often indoors. But if you go to a fall 
outdoor wedding and it's a tad breezy, Schneider suggests dressing in layers 
as the temps can drastically change. 

"Add a fab jacket to your look or try a fur stole to add warmth and a 
touch of a vintage-lux feel to your look,” she says. “Wear closed-toe shoes 
and bring dress gloves that match your look. Rock your hair down and add 
a hat to keep your neck and ears warm for a chilly outdoor fall wedding." 


COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID 


Going severely underdressed or overdressed is the first thing that comes 
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to Schneider’s mind. “This seems like it would go unsaid, but I have seen it 
happen,” she says. “If you show up in your everyday look, pants or jeans and 
not doing your hair or makeup at all, it just screams, ‘I don’t want to be here, 
I don’t саге, I have no respect for you, I'm just here for the food and where is 
the open bar.’ Don't be that person. Just don't." 

On the other side of the scale, it also can be disrespectful to show up 
and outdo the bride and groom. Don't show up as a guest with your hair 
and makeup obviously done professionally (you're not fooling anyone) and 
dressed to the nines, overshadowing the wedding party. Schneider advises 
you know what you are going to and gauge your look appropriately. She 
says, "It's not your day, take a step back." 

Another common faux pas to avoid is matching the wedding. It's as sim- 
ple as finding out the wedding colors and not wearing that color dress. “Let's 
avoid being approached all night and asked what your role in the wedding 
was," Schneider says. 

But when it comes to style advice, Edwards may have the last word: “Al- 
ways be yourself. Unless you can be Beyoncé. Then always be Beyoncé." B 


TRESSIE SCHNEIDER 
www.trendingwithtressie.com 
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Rumble on the Runway and Minnesota Fashion Awards will be held August 
21, 2015 at The Depot in downtown Minneapolis. For more information, head 
to www.rumblemn.com. 
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By Shane Lueck 


ALL CURVES ARE BEAUTIFUL: 


FINDING YOUR PLUS-SIZE WEDDING DRESS 


Yukia Walker-Harris and Yuneisia Harris. Photo courtesy of Curvaceous Couture 


Many women have dreamt of finding their 
perfect wedding dress all their lives. The 
search is often exciting and emotional. But 
for those brides with curvier figures, it can 
be especially trying when most stores only 
carry smaller sample sizes. Your consul- 
tant's job is to be knowledgeable in the field 
of bridal fashion, but it is extremely helpful 
for the bride to do a little research first. She 
should know going in roughly what style of 
dress she's interested in (like a princess-style 
ball gown or a sexy sheath), if there are any 
deal-breakers for her in a gown (like straps or 
a corset back), and have a firm grasp on what 
her budget is. 

Enter Yukia Walker and Yuneisia Harris, 
sisters and owners of Curvaceous Couture, 
a first-ofits-kind bridal salon specializing in 
couture gowns to fit all body types. Yukia 
and Yuneisia have made it their mission to 
help curvy brides look and feel amazing in 
the right dress for their figure on their spe- 
cial day. The spirited sisters are living their 
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dream as they help women of all shapes and 
sizes in TLC's new reality series, Curvy Brides. 

Yukia and Yuneisia first conceived the idea 
to open a specialty bridal boutique after Yukia 
had an awful experience shopping for her 
own wedding dress in 2008. After not being 
able to find a dress in her size, Yukia needed 
Yuneisia to try on gowns for her. With limited 
options available, Yukia was forced to buy a 
dress that she didn't feel comfortable in. It 
became clear to the sisters through this ex- 
perience that the market was seriously lack- 
ing. Every bride deserves a bridal moment 
they will remember forever and a dress that 
fits, no matter the size. And from there, Cur- 
vaceous Couture was born. 

Obviously, the sisters recommend that, 
if at all possible, a bride should make an ap- 
pointment with them so that she'll definitely 
have samples she can actually try on. But 
with their salon located in the Baltimore- 
Washington D.C. area, that might be difficult 
for Minnesota brides. When a girls' weekend 
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trip to the east coast is out of the picture, 
brides might find some value in checking 
out smaller sample sizes for inspiration. 

"Sometimes there is a dress that a bride 
will have seen in a bridal magazine or online 
and she desperately wants to see in person," 
Yukia says. "It may be that a standard bridal 
salon in your area has a sample of that dress, 
but they may only have it in a size 6. The trou- 
ble is that even seeing it in person on a hanger 
or a model isn't the same as seeing it on your 
body, which is why we encourage brides of all 
shapes and sizes to come to our salon." 

But it gets difficult to know where to 
start looking when there is no general rule 
on which styles to look for. Here's the thing, 
"Curvy Brides" is a very broad term. Brides 
with all sorts of different shapes that all qual- 
ify as “curvy”, and therefore no one style will 
suit all of them. 

"Remember, the most important thing 
is for our brides to feel great, so we encour- 
age them to choose whichever style makes 
them the happiest,” Yukia says. “We vet the 
designers we carry based on the structure 
they build into their gowns, the quality of 
materials, and their grasp of building curve 
into their patterns. We also do our best to 
carry designers who have wide size ranges 
so that we can accommodate as many differ- 
ent shapes as possible. At the end of the day, 
the style that suits a curvy bride best is the 
one that makes her glow." 

In general, the sisters advise that a curvy 
bride should avoid being pigeonholed into 
one shape or style because of other people's 
opinions. “We often get brides in the salon 
who think that they can only wear what we 
affectionately refer to as a ‘bridal muumuu' 
because they aren't a size 10," Yuneisia says. 
“We've had brides come in and say they 
only want an A-line dress and walk out with 
a figure-hugging trumpet gown, or a waist- 
defining ball gown." 

In the case of same-sex weddings, the sis- 
ters say to go for styles that make you happy. If 
both brides want to look like princesses, then 
the consultant's job is to find two dresses that 
complement each other, even though they will 
have similar shapes. Yukia says, “In our expe- 
rience, brides want their personalities to shine 
out in their gown and rarely have our LGBT 
brides chosen looks that are too similar." 

Recognizing that not every bridal salon 
is going to have larger sizes, the sisters 
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encourage brides to take matters into their 
own hands. If there is a local bridal salon 
that you wish would carry a larger size, the 
best thing to do is call or email them and 
share your opinion. 

“It is important to remember that when 
a salon is purchasing a sample they have to 
guess how many brides they can fit into that 
sample, and what type of bride is most likely 
to buy that dress," Yuneisia says. "They also 
have to account for the sales rep from the 
designer recommending a size based on the 
shape of the dress. If most of the girls who 
come to that store are between a 6 and 12, 
and the designer recommends ordering an 
8, then it makes more sense for a standard 
salon to purchase the 8 or a 10 than to pur- 
chase larger sizes." 

Despite the allure of creating a custom 
creation from scratch, the sisters don't advise 
it; having a custom dress is a big project. It 
involves first finding a seamstress or tailor 
whom you trust, seeing their work, and going 
through the design process with them. Then 
ittakes months of mock-ups and fittings, with 
no way to know 100 percent what your dress 
will look like in the end. It is certainly a great 
option for some brides, but it will be a much 
calmer experience for a bride to order a dress 
that already exists that she loves, and have 
custom touches added by a seamstress like 
sleeves, more sparkle, or a different back. 

After deciding which bridal salon to go 
through when ordering a dress, the sisters 
say the most common mistake that they see 
with all brides is not being aware of the time- 
lines. “We get brides who come into our salon 
all the time with five months or less to their 
wedding and no time for us to order a gown," 
Yuneisia says. “We always recommend shop- 
ping 9-12 months before your wedding to 
avoid limiting your options for your gown. 
The second mistake that some brides make 
is expecting a fitted dress to look painted on 
their bodies. Your dress can be fitted, even 
tight, but you still have to be able to move!" 

For brides looking for designers who 
make gorgeous plus-size options, Curvaceous 
Couture carries designs from Ian Stuart, En- 
zoani, Allure Bridal, Pronovias, San Patrick, 
and more. But the most important tip the 
sisters can provide? Simply don't work with 
salons who aren't size-friendly. As Yukia says, 
“Tf a salon is unwilling to work with you, then 
spend your money somewhere that will." ш 
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By Shane Lueck ° Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


KNOT EASY: 
HOW TO WEAR A BOW 
TLE WITH STYLE 


The Bow Tie Shoppe searches the States for the perfect bow tie fabric. 


As undergrads at the University of Min- 
nesota, Brad Wellman and Matt Brunnette 
shared a sense of style, both having a passion 
for menswear and dressing well, even being 
unofficial style advisers to friends during their 
college days. 

After college they had been separately toy- 
ing with ideas of getting into the menswear 
space, unbeknownst to each other. That is, until 
Brunnette purchased a few fabrics while on va- 
cation in New York that would become the first 
set of Mill City Fineries bow ties. He taught 
himself how to make bow ties over the ensuing 
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months, and he and Wellman conversed nearly 
daily on vision, operations, product, and distri- 
bution expansion. Now the duo has become a 
go-to stop for anyone looking for one-of-a-kind 
or custom bow ties. 

Lucky for us, anyone can wear a bow tie. 
“To be honest, I don’t think face shape mat- 
ters for tie selection the way it does for some 
things, like sunglasses,” Wellman says. 
“Whether you’re wearing a necktie, bow tie, 
bolo, or ascot, what really matters most is how 
you pair it with the rest of your outfit, and 
wearing it with confidence.” 


This is a sentiment that Renee Larson, own- 
er of The Bow Tie Shoppe, can agree with. “I 
believe anyone can wear a bow tie!” she says. 
“If you are of larger stature you will just want 
your bow tie to be proportioned to your size." 

The Bow Tie Shoppe started in 2013 by art- 
ist and designer, Renee Larson. Her love of the 
'50s and '60s comes through in the fabrics and 
prints she combines. She hunts local and far 
away places for vintage fabrics and inspiration 
for her creations, making each bow tie limited 
in quantity or truly one-of-a-kind. 

People who are interested in wearing a bow 


tie for the first time can be a bit intimidated 
by the thought of learning to tie one. But 
first-time wearers need not despair, Larson 
offers a video tutorial on how to tie a bow tie 
on her website. With a little practice, you'll 
have it in no time. 

“Like picking out your first suit, start with 
atie that will prove to be versatile in terms of 
the range of shirts you'll be able to wear it 
with,” Wellman says. “Га opt for one in the 
blue or gray color family, with a subtle pat- 
tern (if any), which will allow you to dress it 
up or down with relative ease." 

Mill City Fineries also offers two bow tie 
styles — traditional and diamond-point — to 
help find your preferred style. The fact of the 
matter is, bow ties come in a variety of silhou- 
ettes: diamond tip, butterfly tip, straight, or, 
if you're daring, batwing! Larson notes that 
many are also reversible, changing the look 
depending on how you tie it. 

“What I love about bow ties is you're gen- 
erally less likely to see someone wearing one 
in a given situation, compared to neckties," 
Wellman adds. "This not only allows you to 
stand out, but exudes a sense of confidence 
and pride in who you are." 

For anyone looking for a custom and 
unique look for a wedding, some other 
event, or just everyday style, you can cus- 
tomize your bow tie by choosing fabrics, 
colors, and silhouettes. Both shops can also 
use fabric from something that has mean- 
ing to you, like Grandpa's favorite flannel or 
Dad's old necktie. 

“Bow ties are particularly fun for creat- 
ing a customized look for weddings because 
they're a bit more non-traditional," Wellman 
says. "They innately express an air of fun, 
and you can get really creative with varying 
fabric patterns and colors. And they look re- 
ally great on dogs and ring-bearers." 

Of course, any kind of customization at 
Mill City Fineries or The Bow Tie Shoppe 
will start with a conversation about the wed- 
ding color palette, outfits, and your personal 
style as to what you're looking for. Only then 
can couples begin looking at fabric options 
and refining the selections down to a final 
set. "This is my favorite part of the business: 
working with couples to make the perfect 
bow tie for their occasion," Larson says. 
“Making your bow tie from Grandpa's shirt 
or Dad's old necktie is a great way to keep 
their memory alive. I've even made one from 
fabric from Mom's wedding dress." 

For Wellman and Brunnette, fabrics 
available at Mill City Fineries comes down 
to patterns they personally like and think 


would work well for a particular tie style, 
but what they really look for are fabric styles 
that are generally not seen as often in the 
marketplace. “While silk is ever-present for 
neckties, we use a lot of cottons, including 
linen, chambray, and seersucker, as well as 
heavy and suiting-grade wools, and tweeds," 
Wellman says. “We search high and low for 
antique, vintage fabrics, and love creating 
small-batch bow ties from fabrics as old as 
the 1940s!" 

Larson has a similar process for selecting 
fabrics to offer in her shop. She says, "I scour 
the States for unique, often vintage, fabrics 
with great patterns and prints. I've been told 
I have a great eye for curating unique fabric 
pairings." 

After the fabric is chosen, then comes the 
hard part: sewing. Each shop creates ties in 
small batches, so you won't see the same fab- 
ric pairings everywhere. These are unique 
pieces sewn in Minneapolis studios. 

It should go without saying, but Mill City 
Fineries and The Bow Tie Shoppe only of 
fer the self-tie option. No pre-tied bows here! 
Wellman adds, “We use adjustment ribbon, 
so as long as you know your dress shirt neck 
size, you'll have a perfectly sized bow tie ev- 
ery time." 

Now comes the fun part: styling the bow 
tie you've diligently picked out. Ultimately, it 
comes down to personal preference and style. 

For Wellman, its as easy as getting 
dressed in the morning. “I approach my 
bow tie selection much the way I approach 
my necktie selection," he says. “Avoid con- 
flicting colors or patterns between the shirt, 
tie, and jacket [if you're wearing one]. And 
my personal style is fairly understated, so I 
might look for my tie to have subtle details 
that stand out — whether that be through a 
small pop of color or a unique texture." 

Larson says, "The great thing about bow 
ties is you can wear them with a suit or jeans 
and your favorite oxford." ш 
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By Shane Lueck 


Photos above and below courtesy of George Sawyer 


Timeless or trendy? Classic or unique? 
'The questions that every couple faces when 
choosing their wedding bands are the same 
kinds of questions that designers must an- 
swer for themselves when they're creating 
the pieces. 

Both George Sawyer and Rony Tennen- 
baum have been marketing their wedding 
jewelry to same-sex couples long before it 
was seen as acceptable for businesses to 
support marriage equality, but each man de- 
scribes their work differently. 

Just as each couple gravitates toward 
their own aesthetic, so too does each de- 
signer. Tennenbaum has been in the jewelry 
industry for almost 30 years and got his start 
manufacturing for the major retailers in the 
industry. Seven years ago, when he thought 
about creating his own jewelry, he already 
had all of the knowledge about sourcing jew- 
els and everything that goes into making a 
high-quality product. 

"The sad thing back then, when you would 
Google gay and jewelry, you would get only 
rainbows and triangles and these big gaudy 
pieces of jewelry," Tennenbaum says. "The 
jewelry you saw is what a straight man thinks 
a gay guy would want to wear. Why is that the 
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only thing available? As a jeweler and some- 
one who has the capability to design and cre- 
ate jewelry, I thought I could do a better job.” 

Sawyer, on the other hand, got started in 
jewelry in the ‘70s because he was interested 
in art and wanted to be a sculptor (despite 
majoring in the humanities while in college). 
“I discovered that jewelry is a sculpture on a 
small scale," he says. *I made rings for sev- 
eral same-sex couples, though no one called 
them wedding rings or bridal then. A lot of 
same sex couples didn't really talk about 
wearing wedding rings. it wasn't anywhere 
near as common as it is now." 

While Sawyer didn't target same-sex cou- 
ples in advertising or design, he did discover 
the community's interest in his work. Ten- 
nenbaum, however, made an effort to design 
rings for his community, which he felt other 
designers were ignoring. 

“I really felt strongly about two things: 
creating jewelry for the sentimental wedding 
niche and that connection with people," Ten- 
nenbaum says. “I had been doing private jobs 
on the side and it is always a very intimate 
moment and I really wanted to continue that. 
I wanted my brand to bring that kind of hap- 
piness and personal connection with couples. 
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I love that part, that connection.” 

But that was then, at a time when the only 
outlet a couple had to find wedding bands was 
at a major retailer. Now the landscape is differ- 
ent from when the two men began their jewelry 
design careers. The community has changed, 
the world has changed, and the laws have 
changed. But both men have stuck to their im- 
age and what makes their brands unique. 

Tennenbaum describes his work as fash- 
ion-forward with elements that are very sen- 
timental (just take a look at his Tie the Knot 
collection). “I’ve evolved and my designs have 
evolved and the demand has evolved into more 
trendy and unique,” he says. "They want things 
that aren't seen everywhere. I get inspired by a 
lot ofthings and fashion is one of those things." 

Sawyer, who describes his design aesthetic 
as "fine art jewelry," takes a more artistic ap- 
proach that has changed over time. *Most 
people are really familiar with what you see ad- 
vertised in commercial stores, and they have a 
commercial look, and of course it's pretty ge- 
neric," Sawyer says. 

When he first started in metalworking, he 
developed an interest in Japanese metal work. 
^[ developed a way to use those techniques in 
fine metals for jewelry. My work continues to 
evolve by being inspired by Japanese metal art 
and swords and then it gets to be self-fertiliz- 
ing. When you start to do it, you get more and 
more ideas that you have to chase down." 


One thing the designers can agree on: a 
couple's rings do not have to be perfect match- 
es. In fact, they both enjoy the challenge of cre- 
ating coordinating rings that have elements of 
the other while maintaining the individuality of 
each person in the couple. 

As Tennenbaum says, "Maintain your indi- 
viduality within your couplehood. Not every 
two people have the same taste in cars, furni- 
ture, or anything, so why shouldn't it be the 
same thing for jewelry?" 

Another thing both men enjoy: customiza- 
tion. Each designer gets a thrill out of working 
with a couple to come up with a ring design that 
suits them. That one-on-one interaction fuels 
their creative juices and truly allows them to im- 
bue their work with sentiment, emotion, and the 
dreams of each couple. 

That's about where the similarities end. 

Tennenbaum works almost exclusively in 
matte finishes, diamonds, and gold or platinum. 
He won't work with silver or other stones that 
he claims don't stand the test of time. Sawyer, 
on the other hand, loves to incorporate color 
into his work. *For me, color trumps karat," he 
says. "Color trumps everything because I work 
with colors. I like colored stones better than dia- 
monds just because they have so much charac- 
ter. I like almost anything that's unusual." 

But despite these differences, both design- 
ers are eager to see what the future holds for 
the world of same-sex wedding designs. Sawyer 


suggests looking beyond regular commercial 
stores and visiting designer sites (the Ameri- 
can Jewelry Design Council is a good place to 
start). “It’s a good place to see real high-quality 
designer jewelry. Just get beyond commercial 
retailers and take a look around and be pleas- 
antly surprised," he advises. 

With the advent of marriage equality 
nation-wide (thank you Supreme Court), the 
GLBT community finds itself growing into 
new wedding traditions. “We're going to find 
that what we grew up with as tradition is go- 
ing to grow and expand and increase in diver- 
sity and variety because we are more diverse," 
Tennenbaum says. “Our niche also has people 
that have been together for decades and all of 
a sudden are allowed to be married. There will 
be many different scenarios in our community 
that will open up to us. As we grow into these 
things, we will see an evolution of the rings. 
Our generation will be about diversity; there 
won't be a norm." ш 
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Photos above and below courtesy of Rony Tennenbaum 
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WATERSTREET INN.US 
651-439-6000 
101 WATER STREET SOUTH 
STILLWATER, MN 55082 


WATER STREET 
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JAMESON | 


= = IRISH V WHISKEY 
Four-Course Wine Dinner A 


Each Wednesday our Chefs create a 
special four-course dinner menu, E 
Each course paired with a specially selected 
glass of wine for $34.95 per person. 
Served from 5:00pm to 9:00pm, 
reservations suggested. 


W a | 
Charlie's Pub | 


- —— — 29 


Stillwater s Complete Hospitality Experience 


Live Irish Music Every Weekend 


e Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub ° 
e 41 Guestrooms: e Meeting / Banquet Rooms 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces e Weddings & Receptions 


• Event Coordinator e Elegant Guestrooms 
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e WEDDING STYLE e 


By Shane Lueck * Photos by Studio Laguna 


ADDING STYLE 
TO WEDDINGS WITH 
ENTICING ENTERTAINMENT 


Enticing Entertainment's ballet dancers (left) and roaming table (right) offer some added style to your wedding. 


"Ever since I was a little kid I always liked throwing a great party," 
Justen Pohl says. As the founder and director of Enticing Entertainment, 
Pohl certainly knows how to throw a party. Whether you're looking for 
aerialists, contortionists, or living statues, Pohl and his crew have you 
covered. And to think, it all started with a hula hoop. 

"Years ago at a party I picked up a hula hoop and immediately I was 
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hooked!" He says, "After consistent practice, I started getting asked to 
perform at events, meetings, and parties. I quickly found myself im- 
mersed in the local circus community and learning many different types 
of circus acts. After establishing myself as a performer, I started throw- 

ing events at a warehouse in the North Loop." 
While throwing these events, he worked closely with countless art- 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 54 => 
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EASY EET 
Experience the beauty and elegance of the historic Minneapolis City Hall and Hennepin County Courthouse. Features a 
five-story, marble-sheathed Rotunda adorned with 37 stained glass windows, a grand staircase and more! 


For a tour call (612) 596-9518 or learn more at www.municipalbuildingcommission.org/Events 


World Class Dining 
Close to Home 


"A meal your guests will never forget." 
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3012 Layton Avenue N, Lake Elmo, MA 5504 | 031.779.5994 | www.LakeElmolnn.com 
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The living red carpet gives guests the ultimate experience. 


e WEDDING STYLE e 


ists, performers, and builders to put together 
events that would give people an unforgettable, 
unique experience. It didn’t take long for the 
word to spread about these events and soon 
people started contacting Pohl and his crew to 
perform at their events. Thus, Enticing Enter- 
tainment was born! From there, Pohl quit his 
real estate career to fully commit to growing 
his entertainment family. He started with about 
10 performers, but now Enticing Entertain- 
ment has grown to over 120 performers and 
staff — and still growing! 

Though Enticing Entertainment caters to 
corporate clients, they certainly shouldn’t be 
overlooked to add some extra flair and style to 
your wedding. Corporate clients, like couples 
planning a wedding, are looking to create a 
spectacular event. But more importantly, both 
corporate event planners and couples planning 
a wedding are focusing on creating a one-of-a- 
kind experience for their guests. 

“Enticing Entertainment is unique among 
entertainment companies,” says Enticing’s di- 
rector of sales and marketing, James Starchild. 
“We aren’t simply a booking agency; Enticing 
Entertainment is a full-scale production house. 
We work with an experienced team of perform- 
ers, designers, and technicians to create expe- 
riences that are specific to you and your event.” 

So, what if that event is a wedding? Enticing 
Entertainment is polished, professional, and 
a perfect way to make any wedding standout. 
“Too often when people are looking to add en- 
tertainment to an event they get lost in a sea of 
options,” Starchild says. “It’s hard to tell good 
entertainment from bad and people end up 
booking something inconsistent and unreliable. 
With Enticing Entertainment we approach each 
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event with a passion for perfection and work 
closely with our clients to make sure that, when 
the day arrives, every detail is on point." 

Still not sure that the Enticing Entertain- 
ment flair is right for your wedding? Relax; it's 
for everyone! According to Starchild, the only 
thing the people who come to Enticing have in 
common is the desire to elevate their event in 
an exceptional way. "True, our acts are out of 
the ordinary,” he says, “but that is what makes 
them — and every wedding or event that they 
perform at — an unforgettable experience. 
Each performance is as different as each in- 
dividual who comes to us. What better way to 
celebrate a once in a lifetime event than with a 
once-in-a-lifetime performance?" 

But Enticing Entertainment is so much 
more than a performance, they can also help 
add style to your wedding. The living red car- 
pet, for example, is one of Enticing's custom- 
built acts. She stands about 10 feet high and 
features a red carpet extending from her to 
allow your guests the ultimate red carpet expe- 
rience. Starchild notes that especially popular 
acts are live musicians and drag queens. More 
than that, Enticing Entertainment has worked 
to create environments for events and work 
with a team of lighting and sound designers, 
event designers, florists, and more. 

Enticing Entertainment's team works close- 
ly with clients to develop entertainment pro- 
grams to fit any theme, so don't worry about 
having to stretch your wedding theme to incor- 
porate the performances. The talented team of 
artists and designers can custom design what- 
ever you can dream up — in fact, Starchild calls 
it their specialty! 

With that specialty comes a certain level 


of expectation: expect the exceptional. The 
unique and the unusual. Expect to be thrilled 
by theatrics and seduced by skill But don't 
worry about being upstaged at your big event. 
"Any performer can tell you that being the 
center of attention is a lot of work," Starchild 
says. “While the focus should obviously be on 
the happy couple, most people find it to be a re- 
lief to have a moment to breathe at their event. 
Enticing Entertainment is the ideal way to en- 
tertain your guests because we know how to el- 
evate an event without becoming a distraction." 

Now comes the hard part: choosing which 
act to feature at your wedding. According to 
Starchild, acts that feature two performers are 
always a popular choice for weddings. He says 
double aerial acts, double body balancing acts, 
and dance acts featuring partnered couples are 
ideal choices for weddings because they allow 
the performers to incorporate the romance of 
the day into their performances. 

With annual auditions held in the fall 
(keep your eye out for details, performers!), 
Enticing Entertainment is always upping the 
ante and rising to the next level. But don't let 
the mastery of Enticing Entertainment dic- 
tate your venue choice. “If you're looking to 
make a splash, look for venues with plenty of 
space, great acoustics, and fantastic lighting," 
Starchild says. “Most importantly, find some 
place that's you and makes you feel comfort- 
able. We can work with almost any venue. So if 
your venue is ‘you’ we'll make sure everything 
else will fall into place!" 


ENTICING ENTERTAINMENT 
612-208-3689 

1855 134th Ln. NE, Anoka 
www.enticingentertainment.com 
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ENTICING FITNESS 

Most of the people performing with Enticing 
Entertainment have been talent scouted or hand- 
picked to train in their art. Others start at an even 
younger age in circus schools. “Our performers 
are inspired by the opportunity to express them- 
selves in their own unique way,” Pohl says. “Circus 
arts can make you cry, make you laugh, make you 
think, but they will never leave you bored. Perfor- 
mance arts are very demanding, there is always 
something to learn and limits to be pushed. All of 
our performers will tell you there is an undeniable 
rush when you finish a performance that makes all 
the hard work worthwhile.” 

Being a performer requires constant training. 
Pohl says his performers are always in the gym, 
taking yoga classes, and training in studios every 
day. Depending on what type of act they are work- 
ing on, workout routines vary. 

“Everybody has their strengths and weakness 
and we work together as a community to help each 
other get past the things that are hard for us indi- 
vidually,” Pohl says. “Some may struggle with flex- 
ibility and others may struggle more with stamina. 
Through working and training together we are all 
able to become our personal best.” 

Getting in shape for a wedding doesn’t have to 
be as intensive as a contortionist or aerialist’s regi- 
men, however. 

There are many ways to get into shape for a 
wedding, so why not try something different and 
fun? Try a beginner’s aerial class, or even a hula 
hoop class. “You would be surprised how fast you 
can burn calories, tighten and tone your body, and 
have fun at the same time!” Pohl says. “It’s also a 
great thing to do with your friends; that way the 
whole wedding party will be looking their best.” 

Pohl recommends Stomping Ground Studio in 
downtown Minneapolis or Open Minds Fusion Stu- 
dio in uptown as great places to look into. He says, 
“Both studios offer a wide array of fantastic ways to 
get fit and learn fun new skills.” 

Most people think you have to start at a young 
age. And it’s true that many performers start when 
they are young. But Pohl says it’s never too late to 


discover your inner performer. “We work with per- Get fit and шү усш kand a 
. > a unique workout class ata 
formers of all ages that do all different types of acts, Minneapolis studio. (Above) 
he says. “Being a performer is all about passion and With their teamwork and 
a a Poi creative, yet daring, stunts, 
dedication — those don't have an age limit. the double lyra act will 
amaze any audience. (Right) 
Contortionists like this one 
STOMPING GROUND STUDIO twist and bend their way into 
612-208-4671 your guests' hearts. 


110 N. 3rd St., Minneapolis 
www.stompinggroundstudio.net 


OPEN MINDS FUSION STUDIO 
651-528-3038 

515 W. Lake St., Minneapolis 
www.openmindsfusionstudio.com 
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GIVING YOUR BRAND A VOICE 


Collision, Glass and More! 
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Big Gay Moose Softball Team 


Sale Price: $675,000 
o n 


* No Pushy Salesman “meditate, relax, be 


In Your Home 


one with the universe - 


and never ever allow 
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3115 Chicago Avenue South 
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Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 
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MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 


process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 
from American Family. 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
AM E R ICAN FAM [| LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 
|} INSURANCE | INSURER American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof ° 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 57 
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Gigi's Café e 822 W. 36th St., Minneapolis national Coming Out Day Luncheon 
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th ti tent lof the d ° k t " living openly, honestly and with authenticity at work, in our families 
оаа ое de S ded rosca be and in our communities of faith. The realities of living an authentic life 
and talk about what you are up to! You'll also be able to introduce dE : i 
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[5] : : : А more information. 
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E 
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fe 
6 Women’s Networking Lunch 
August 20 * Noon-1:30pm 
O Wilde Roast Café * 65 Main St. SE, Minneapolis 
Join us for a fun event that highlights LGBT and Allied Women at Wilde 
Roast! A great opportunity to network, it also is a great place to forge 
connections with other women business leaders, have some tasty WWW. twincitiesquorum com 
food and have the opportunity to highlight your work. Ё ` 
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413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 
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QUORUM Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


IT'S TIME TO BRING 
YOUR ‘OLE BAG’ FIRST EQUITY MORTGAGE 


NMLS #299829 


Golden Valley Bloomington 
763-251-8001 763-251-8002 


8401 Wayzata Blvd 2626 E 82" St 
Ste 340 Ste 260 


Golden Valley 55426 Bloomington 55425 EQUAL HOUSING 


Femort.com 


Protect yourself from identity 
theft and consumer fraud while 
supporting a local charity. REMIX 


P an Results 


ROR Tax Professionals has teamed 
up with The Aliveness Project for 
its 1st annual "Cook the Books” 
Shred Event. 


There will be a shredding truck on 
site at ROR to shred your confiden- 
tial documents. While there is no 
charge to participate in this shred- 
ding event, we are asking partici- 

pants to kindly drop off a bag of Kay T. Johnson Amy Ruzick Keith Taylor 
non-perishable groceries at the 612.802.8261 651.492.1044 952.829.1584 
same time to support the food 
drive. Your confidential documents 
will be destroyed on-site, while 
your bag of non-perishables will 


JH Integrity 
Experience, 
Results 


As Lee and Baxter have been saying 
for years, "grocery bags are for gro- 
ceries not taxes!" Hope to see you JERRY A. BURG 
and your baggage soon! 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in 
OR Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Professionals Employment Law 


ROR TAX PROFESSIONALS 3009 Holmes Ave. S. « Minneapolis 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 Ç 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 (6 1 2) 822-0865 ` 
Tax Planning 8 Preparation - Business Services WWW.j erryaburg.co n 


p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


"A Taste of Kink’ for Sexual 
Health Professionals 


“A Taste of Kink”, an evening of interactive 
kink demonstrations and discussions, recently 
allowed over 100 sexual health professionals 
from across the country to see, and perhaps 
experience firsthand, the dynamics and feel- 
ings associated with kink and BDSM practices. 

The evening was part of the 47th annual 
conference of the American Association of Sex- 
uality Educators, Counselors and Therapists 
(AASECT). The conference, held June 3-7 in 
Minneapolis, featured over 50 workshops pro- 
viding continuing education credits for sexual 
health professionals. 

Workshop topics at the conference includ- 
ed GLBTQ youth, transgender health issues, 
gender roles, working with non-monogamous 
couples, and sex-positive Christianity. The 
conference also included a performance by 
Wicked Wenches Cabaret, a Twin Cities bur- 
lesque troupe. 

The "Taste of Kink” event on Saturday, June 
6, was co-produced by AASECT's AltSex SIG 
(Special Interest Group) and the National Co- 
alition for Sexual Freedom (NCSF), with help 
from Twin Cities volunteers and groups includ- 
ing MSDB, Knights of Leather, MinKY (Minne- 
sota Kinky Youth), and The Electrical Group. 
The event took place at Patrick's Cabaret in 
Minneapolis. 

The purpose of the evening was to explain 
the dynamics of kink and BDSM scenes, and to 
show non-kinky professionals how kink feels. 
One of the organizers explained, ^We are doing 
this to become more professionally and cultur- 
ally sensitive to the needs of the BDSM commu- 
nity.” Another organizer commented, “As thera- 
pists we need to be prepared to deal with this, 
especially with 50 Shades of Gray out there.” 

The event started with a one-hour “munch” 
— food, nonalcoholic beverages and conversa- 
tion. Local community volunteers and demon- 


strators wore “Ask me about . . ." name tags list- 
ing their kink interests and inviting questions 
from AASECT conference attendees. 

After the munch, the demonstrations be- 
gan. Six demo areas offered concurrent dem- 
onstrations of flogging, whipping, and impact 
play; foot worship; punching; spanking; sensa- 
tion play; bondage and suspension; and electri- 
cal play with a violet wand. 

'The demonstrations showed not just tech- 
nique, but also the processes of negotiation, 
consent and aftercare (checking in with a part- 
ner afterward to make sure everyone is okay). 
Demonstrators also talked about what they felt 
as they were involved in the activity, why they 
liked to do the activity they were demonstrat- 
ing, and what appealed to them about it. 

AASECT members then had the opportunity 
to try, or "taste," the practices being demonstrat- 
ed if they wished, and many of them did. Their 
tastes gave them firsthand experience not only 
with one or more BDSM practices, but also with 
the processes of negotiation, consent and after- 
care — and with the use of safewords. As some- 
one commented, "This isn't just PowerPoints or 
slideshows; this is experiential learning." 

For your humble columnist, a nonprofes- 
sional spectator, the evening was a series of 
amazing moments. It was interesting to see the 
slightly startled expression on someone's face 
as they felt the electric charge of a violet wand 
for the first time, or the blissful expression on 
someone else's face as they were having their 
feet worshipped. 

When the flogging demonstrator asked if 
anyone wanted to feel the tails of the flogger, 
almost everyone watching wanted to. That 
enthusiasm progressed to a continuous line 
of audience members at the flogging station, 
wanting to see what being flogged felt like. “I 
can't believe I'm doing this," said one audience 


member when it was their turn. When I asked 
another audience member for three words to 
describe the experience of being flogged, the 
response was “mellow, soothing, and relaxing." 

Audience enthusiasm was just as evident 
at the other demonstration stations. A female 
attendee who had just experienced a singletail 
whip described the experience as “exhilarat- 
ing, intense, and exciting." Asked what she 
thought of the entire evening, she said, “I’m 
intrigued to bring it home now." 

There were enthusiastic comments from 
other AASECT members as well. One said of 
the evening, “I’m really grateful; Гуе watched 
people have transformative experiences. This 
evening has let me receive in a way I haven't 
been able to in years." 

Another audience member liked “having 
people expand boundaries and experience 
touch in a new way, in a safe and consensual 
manner," and still another was "surprised to 
be able to ask for what I want." A member of 
AASECT's AltSex SIG, one of the evening's 
cosponsors, was happy that the evening was 
going so well: ^I am so psyched that this is ac- 
tually happening!" 

Everyone enthusiastically agreed that the 
evening had gone very well, and that the expe- 
rience was transformative for some attendees, 
and even cathartic. One AASECT board mem- 
ber was pleased: "This evening has given us 
all a lot of insight." While attendees might not 
have been into kink themselves, they now had 
a better understanding of the dynamics and 
feelings associated with kink, which will allow 
them to better serve clients who are into kink 
and other alternative sexualities. 

And Susan Wright, one of the founders of 
event cosponsor NCSF, made a prediction: 
“I think this is going to be talked about for 
years." Ш 
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Rubyfruit Jungle 
Rita Mae Brown 
Bantam 

$16 


Rubyfruit Jungle came out in 1973, a bit more than 40 
years ago, and has been rereleased in its first trade 
paperback edition. Brown’s introduction is edifying: “This 
novel is pegged as a lesbian novel, therefore classified in 
the ghettos of literature. Anytime any work or any person 
is qualified, it’s always an insult.” Her protagonist, indomi- 
table Molly Bolt, needs no qualifications. This coming 

of age novel is about a lesbian, but Rubyfruit can be read 
with profit by any sex or gender along the spectrum. 
Molly fights her way out of country poverty into New 
York penury, but rides the waves. Like Paris, her motto 
could be, “Fluctuat nec mergitur.” (Wave-tossed, but does 
not sink.) If you didn’t read it then, read it now. 


Angry White Men: Masculinity at the End of an Era 
Michael Kimmel 

Nation Books 

$16.99 


Sociologist Kimmel has written extensively on males, 
Guyland and The Gendered Society among his works, and 
here he tackles those angry American white males who 
see their power and historical privilege slipping through 
their fingers. What Kimmel calls “aggrieved entitlement” 
motivates those males joining Rush Limbaugh, railing 
against immigrants, women taking “their” jobs, usurping 
“their” prerogatives. They are by no means uneducated 
or lower class, but were raised to expect what Kimmel 
calls “unparalleled social privilege” and feel that what was 
rightly theirs has been virtually stolen. Kimmel sees a 
solution in deconstructing this false sense of entitlement 
by replacing it with the entitlement due to all citizens; the 
right to work, to have a fair wage, and the hope of better- 
ing oneself and one’s family. 


Ten Little Lesbians 
Kat McLachlan 
Quest Books 
$14.95 


With a nod to Agatha Christie, McLachlan has brought 
her victims to the lesbian-owned Adelheid Inn, isolated in 
the Cascade Mountains. Its immediately clear that none 
are what they seem to be. One's not acknowledging she's 
lesbian, weekending with a lady; two are "just" vacation- 
ing Mormon girls, one's a preternaturally able blind 
woman. Judge Beatrice, devastated by her long-term part- 
ner's death, accompanies her angry niece, keeping her 
on a tight rein. Add the sudden appearance of Beatrice's 
old friend, and the slightly off-kilter hotel manager and 
the establishment's mysterious owner. We might never 
have sorted it out if the whole lot hadn't been isolated 
from the outside world by a tremendous mudslide and 
members of the group began to die. An eerie, nicely plot- 
ted countdown. 


London: Architecture, Building and Social Change 
Paul L. Knox 

Merrell 

$50 


Knox's text and illustrations are extensive yet navigable, 
as he reveals London's landscape as a palimpsest, the old 
— evident in traces — overwritten by the new, to form the 
rich, sprawling landscape of today's city. London formed 
from a conglomeration of districts, of which Knox uses 

27 to illustrate the varied architecture and social range 
inherent in each area and bring alive the city's "internal 
geography". Belgravia to Bethnal Green, Kensington to 
Spitalfields, display both the wealthy and working class. 
Knox's introduction gives a clear overview of his plan, 
and each chapter has a district map, a red block on the 
main London map, with featured buildings described and 
numbered on the map; “breadcrumbs,” as it were, marking 
the reader's path clearly to explore and enjoy. Bi 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2015 Ford Mustang 


For 51 years, there has been one vehicle 
that defines America. 

It was not by accident. The formula was ripe 
for the marketplace: a small car with a sporty 
stance, seating four (at least) with a name that 
fits its intended use. The result was the biggest 
launch for a single vehicle of its time. It cap- 
tured the imagination of young buyers looking 
for something of its kind. They wanted instant 
freedom, even in the face of changing attitudes 
about this country. 

'The Ford Mustang was what America need- 
ed in 1964. It was a constant in our history, 
even when things weren't what they were sup- 
posed to be. Certainly, the Mustang had its ups 


and downs over the years, but a world without 
one is simply unimaginable. 

In late 2013, Ford unveiled the latest Mus- 
tang. It was to be a global car for the first time 
in its history. The Mustang that you would buy 
here in the Twin Cities was to be designed 
to be one you could buy in London, Moscow, 
Cape Town, Sydney, Mumbai, Beijing, Buenos 
Aires, and so forth. Yet, it had to maintain a cer- 
tain air about itself without detracting from the 
car's own principles. That was a monumental 
task for Ford, but completely achievable. 

As much as the Mustang is part of the auto- 
motive lexicon of this country, it had an impres- 
sion upon my own life. My first Mustang was a 


1974 Ghia hardtop coupe (known as the Mus- 
tang ID in a lime green color with an avocado 
vinyl roof. It began as my brother's car until it 
became mine for a couple of years in the mid- 
1980s. It was OK, just OK. The last Mustang 
I drove belongs to a former friend of mine in 
northern California. It was a 1968 hardtop with 
a 289-cubic-inch V8. That was one of the best 
cars I have ever driven in my life. The last time 
I saw it was in 1990. It would be the last Mus- 
tang I would ever drive. 

Until now. I had the privilege of getting re- 
acquainted with the Pony for the first time in 
25 years. This 2015 convertible with the new 
EcoBoost engine came just in time for summer. 
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RIDE REVIEW 


It had a sunny disposition about its bad self; it 
came in triple yellow tricoat with a black roof 
and ebony interior. That shade of yellow would 
brighten anyone's day. 

Considering that today's automotive con- 
sumers are settling into crossovers and are 
looking upmarket for driving satisfaction, is the 
Ford Mustang still the symbol of American au- 
tomotive desire? 

This newest Mustang offers a combination 
of classic design elements with modern twists. 
Looking at the pony badge up front in a grille, 
it immediately sends a reminder of what this 
car is all about. Every line, crease, bulge and 
angle is folded into a shape that continues to 
pay homage to the Mustangs of the past, even 
with some very modern details. The rear end, 
for example, offers the three upright lenses 
that have been a part of this car since 1964. 

'The silhouette for both the coupe and con- 
vertible are handsomely modern. The soft top 
on this tester folds down rather quick, after a 
release of the handle on the inside and a push 
on the button. Two plastic tonneau caps tuck in 
to lock down the roof and create more airflow 
through the car. With the roof down, the Mus- 
tang offers a classic look that cannot be ignored. 

The interior carries the same theme as 
exterior: the fusion of classic and modern ele- 
ments. One could find some parts of the dash- 
board dating back to 1967; it is very functional 
and quite handsome to look at. The instrument 
cluster has two huge dials that are readable, 
along with backlighting that can be changed 
to a selection of colors you choose. If you 
want purple instrumentation at night, that can 
be changed on the center TFT multifunction 
screen in-between the gauges. That screen has 
many options for readouts, including car per- 
formance stats, fuel and trip information, and 
settings for almost every vehicle function. 

'The MyFord Touch screen dominates the 
center stack, but it is located below eye level 
for tall drivers. It is easily accessible, though, 
as with the climate control functions. Below 
the climate control switches are four chromed 
toggle buttons. They are indeed a throwback 
utilizing very modern functions, such as haz- 


ard lights and the drive mode selector. The 
thick-rimmed steering wheel has a plethora of 
buttons that are logical to control the MyFord 
Touch/SYNC, cruise control, and information 
screen functions. In all, the switchgear is of 
good quality, as expected from a Ford product. 

The EcoBoost Premium model offers two 
very supportive and comfortable leather seats. 
Power seat adjustments help to find a great 
driving position, while making one very com- 
fortable behind the wheel. Rear seat room 
is obtainable, if everyone is of average size. 
Trunk space is sizable, though measuring out 
to 11.4 cubic feet. That should be enough room 
for luggage for two on a weekend road trip. 

For audio entertainment, a Shaker sound 
system was installed in this convertible. This 
setup includes 12 speakers, one being a sub- 
woofer in the trunk, an amplifier, and the abil- 
ity to use SYNC to playback music files and 
streaming radio from your mobile apps via a 
Bluetooth or USB connection. SiriusXM and 
HD Radio are also part of the MyFord Touch/ 
SYNC package. 

Underneath the hood is something quite 
special. It is a 310-horsepower 2.3-liter Eco- 
Boost turbocharged four-cylinder engine and 
it is sensational! The throttle response is good 
and there is no turbo lag at all. This convert- 
ible had the six-speed automatic transmission, 
which is also quick on the shifts. Those shifts 
are even quicker when you put the drive mode 
into Sport+ or Track. In Sport+, the revs run 
freer, but you get the full capability of the drive- 
train to make quick work of the curvy roads 
and lonely country two-lane highways. 

In this new Mustang, there was one devel- 
opment that has made many fans (and non- 
fans) celebrate with extreme joy: the introduc- 
tion of independent rear suspension. It was a 
long time coming after five decades of solid 
live axles in the rear. Finally, this is a Mustang 
worth celebrating. You celebrate it by taking a 
corner and letting the rear end swallow it up, 
instead of resisting it. Therefore, the Mustang 
tracks very nicely anywhere you point it. How- 
ever, if you are not used to upright long hoods 
in front of you, a little reacquainting with judg- 


ing things in front of you will have to do to truly 
get a grip on this wonderful car. 

The ride is compliant in Normal drive mode. 
Sport+ firms up the suspension, though it bal- 
ances ride quality with tauter cornering. Put 
the Mustang in Track mode and the Traction 
Control is shut off. Steering feel is weighted in 
Sport+, but turning action is sharper. In Nor- 
mal, turning effort and on-center feel is pretty 
good. Braking is also very good with solid 
stops in both normal and panic situations. 

Ford has been talking about increased fuel 
economy with the EcoBoost engine lineup 
overall, in comparison to naturally aspirated ba- 
sic engines. In this EcoBoosted Mustang con- 
vertible, I achieved an average of 24.3 MPG. 
Not bad for a 3,701-pound drop-top car! 

The Mustang lineup starts at $23,800 for 
a V6-powered fastback with a manual trans- 
mission. Convertibles start at $29,300 with 
the same driveline. This EcoBoost Premium 
convertible tester came with a sticker price of 
$41,790. If you must have the power of a V8 in 
your pony, the Mustang GT is it. These power- 
ful horses start at $32,300 for the fastback. To 
get a GT Premium convertible with the same 
equipment as this EcoBoost, the sticker will 
jump up to $48,865. 

'The Ford Mustang is part of the iconogra- 
phy that has been a part of the American scene 
for the past 51 years. It has gone through its 
highs and lows during its lifespan, and contin- 
ues to be a constant in the Ford lineup since 
1964. Today's pony is one sweet ride, designed 
for the world with a nod to the American audi- 
ence. The feeling of driving an American icon 
that is well behaved and packing balanced per- 
formance is something one should experience 
in their lifetime. 

A quarter century has gone by in-between 
Mustangs. When I say “it was worth the wait" 
you'd better believe that this 2015 EcoBoost 
convertible left a huge impression upon my 
soul. This is perhaps the best driving Mustang 
ever engineered. It certainly was one of the 
most enjoyable cars I had the privilege of re- 
viewing for this magazine. Ш 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Reunion Summer 


It's been a reunion summer with a big high school 40th and a much 
smaller get-together with long-lost college friends. 

Since everyone I'd see had only known me as a teenage boy or young 
twentysomething man, accompanying me to each reunion were old trav- 
el companions I knew all too well: Anxiety, Nervousness, and a particu- 
larly unlikable character named Dread. Complicating things was that I 
graduated from high school and college in Cedar Rapids, a conservative 
city in Red State Iowa. All of this was enough to get my heart beating 
racehorse-fast every time I heard or read the word "reunion." 

Would I be accepted? How many times would I need to explain tran- 
sitioning genders? Will I hear the *God doesn't make mistakes" speech? 

Even worse — what I fretted about more than anything else — how 
would I compare to the other women in the class? Will my weight show 
more than theirs? How will I stack up in the face wrinkle or no-longer- 
perfect-teeth categories? 

Simply put, I feared not being pretty enough. 

Our mini-Coe College reunion consisted of just four of us, two other 
women and one man, reconnecting at a coffee shop in Minneapolis. 
Since my college years can be measured by the thousands of hours I 
spent studying in the Coe library, the other three folks were far closer to 
each other than they were to me. Still, that I was now a woman instead of 
a dude made no difference at all; that one fact helped to make it a delight- 
ful hour-and-a-half of catching up with the promise of connecting again 
way more frequently. 

The high school reunion was a two-night/one-day affair where I also 
found acceptance and even a small bit of notoriety. Many had read my 
memoir and understood in advance that the Krug they'd be seeing in 
2015 wasn't at all like the Krug they knew in 1975. I heard “Ellie” and 
"she" with far greater ease and much more sincerity than I could have 
hoped. People seemed to sincerely care about the female me way more 
than they had ever cared about the male me. 

Red State or not, the experience was wonderful. Whew! 

The only hiccup during the entire high school reunion weekend 
came when I showed up to dinner quite under-dressed in jeans and a 
V-neck tee. I had made the mistake of asking one of the organizers (my 
dear best friend Thap whom I've written of before) about the dinner 
dress code. He nonchalantly answered, "It'll be very casual; you don't 
need to dress up." 

I walked into a dining room filled with women wearing dresses 
and jewelry and men in sport coats. Panic set in. Ten minutes later, I 
was back in my hotel room doing a quick switch into a sundress and 
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fashionable sandals. 

Note to file: never ever under any circumstance listen to a straight 
man about the dress code for anything. Always, he'll have absolutely no 
clue. 

I've added that to the long list of lessons they forgot to teach in Living 
in Your True Gender 101. The pinnacle of the high school reunion came 
late on the second night in the middle of a long Karaoke stream. It was 
a slow song, something from the ’70s which I didn't recall, and quite a 
few women were on the dance floor with husbands or boyfriends or that 
former football player they wished they had dated. 

For a moment, I felt terribly alone, the last woman standing. I turned 
and saw Kevin, who had been one of the gang (there were seven or eight 
of us guys who partied and hung out) back in the day. 

I was the one who asked. “Will you dance with me?" Without an iota 
of hesitation, Kevin answered, “Sure.” 

For the next five minutes, we occupied space on a worn wooden 
dance floor moving slow and wrapped close. It was an unexpected per- 
sonal reunion with an old pal whom I'm quite sure, like me, couldn't 
have imagined such a scenario. Yet, Kevin was a good sport and never 
flinched a bit. 

He was a pretty good dancer, too. 

It was an incredible act of generosity that I will remember for the rest 
of my life. 

Thank you, Kevin. You are a sweetheart! 

Transitioning genders in midlife, something I call “gender correct- 
ing,” isn’t easy. We trans people have to start over in all kinds of ways, 
which includes risking rejection by those who knew us in a different 
gender at a different time. Even more, not everyone is as lucky as Ellie 
Krug; sadly, others who come out as their “true” selves can never go 
home. For trans people in far too many places in this country and world, 
the consequences of attending a high school class reunion could be life- 
threatening. 

Happily, I now have two new travel companions, Compassion and 
Kindness, who seem to show up more and more as I go forward in my 
new life, the one where I get to be me, the real me. 

Consequently, my old travel companions can take a hike. 

Permanently. ш 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is a public speaker and the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change. She welcomes your com- 
ments at ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


LAVENDER'S OUT IN 
THE STANDS WITH THE 
ST. PAUL SAINTS 


JULY 24, 2015 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 67 


OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Marriage By Dolphin 


Let's take a quiz! Answer questions based 
on the following situation: 

25 years ago you met the love of your life. 
You were 25 and she was 24. You both were 
very young and very scared. So it ended before 
it even really began, and you lost contact for 
most of your adulthood. Yet, you never forgot 
her, and you bet against all odds that you'd be 
reunited someday. 

Now, fast-forward to a late night in 2015. 
It’s the 25th anniversary of your first kiss. 
The fact that you remember this date makes 
you either a) really romantic or b) kind of pa- 
thetic. Doesn't really matter. What's important 
is that you have one too many beers, pick up 
your iPad, and look her up on Facebook. And 
because you don't know how to use your iPad, 
you accidentally hit the “friend” request. You 
don’t realize you've done this until the next 
morning, when you find a response from her 
in your inbox. 

You write to each other for the next couple 
months and nervously/excitedly agree to meet 
for dinner. The dinner goes really well! You 
simply can't believe your good fortune! After 
a quarter of a century your most important 
dream seems about to come true. 


Now! Let's take a quiz to see how well you 
handle this blessing. 

1. After dinner, you linger outside the res- 
taurant, both of you reluctant to end the eve- 
ning. Suddenly, she leans in to kiss you. (Note: 
you have dreamt of/prayed for this kiss for 25 
years! It's a big deal) How do you respond? 
a) You kiss her back and hope your brain 
doesn’t explode from the excitement. 
b) You push her away and explain that you have 
a cold sore. When she asks, “Am I going to get 
it?" You say, "Yes, probably. Sorry." 

If you chose “b,” well, then you're as much 
of a moron as I am. Because, yes, that is exactly 
what I did when she kissed me. Now, in my de- 
fense, I really did have a cold sore. But I had 
waited 25 years for that kiss! Nothing short of 
the Black Plague should have stopped it. I’m 
such a frickin' idiot! 

2. Undeterred by the fact that you are 
a complete imbecile, she invites you to her 
home. Because she is a nice girl, she care- 
fully couches the invitation in concern. 
"You've got a long drive," she says. "You 
should spend the night." How do you respond? 
a) You immediately begin shucking off 
your clothing as you follow her to her car. 


b) You say, “Oh, it’s not that long of a drive. ГЇЇ 
be fine.” And when she restates the invitation 
— this time suggesting that she has something 
more sexy in mind than your personal safety 
— you giggle madly at the thought, and then 
respond, “Really, it’s not that long of a drive. 
But thanks!” 

Needless to say my answer was “b”, because 
I’m a nitwit. For literally half of my life I’ve wait- 
ed for that invitation, and when it finally came, 
I didn’t accept it. I wish this were an interactive 
column so that one of my readers could reach 
through it and slap some sense into me. 

Its now a couple months after this first 
dinner and my stupidity continues! Last night 
I told her that I’d like to get married by a dol- 
phin — to actually have a dolphin perform the 
ceremony because I could never break a vow 
made in front of a dolphin. 

She stared quietly at me for a moment. I’m 
certain she was wondering how she had gotten 
herself involved in this madness and whether it 
was too late to escape. But instead of running 
away, she simply shook her head and stated 
emphatically, “No! We’re not getting married 
by a dolphin.” m 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Still here! 
Toujours ici! 
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If you can't get them to leave, 
turn them invisible! 
Si vous ne pouvez les faire partir, 
rendez-les invisibles! 
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LE ж 


NJ 


GREAT ENTERTAINING IN BRYN MAWR 
57 Russell Avenue South 


www.SUSANandANNIE.com | 612.819.8785 


KEEN EY 
REALTOR’ 
б, “A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS" 


im p:612-232-5527 
e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN,MN55388 = 


2) 955-3600 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & Massage. Doing what 
you love is your job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. Trans* 
friendly. 1409 Willow Street, Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 
584.9967, www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


EMPLOYMENT 


and its retained search for an Executive Director. For 
complete details, please go to: https://www.scribd. 
com/doc/272778678/Position-Profile-Intermedia-Arts- 
Executive-Director. 


EVENT PLANNING 


great time. Large booth, props, & everyone gets a print. 
www.fotoboxlive.com/twincities, (612) 246-3711. 


COTTAGE HOUSE ° An Occasional Market * Next sale: 
FRENCH COUNTRY - SEPTEMBER 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Wed 
1-7, Thur-Fri 10-7, Sat-Sun 10-6 • 4304 Chicago Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN. www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 
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Jewelry, we create unique engagement & wedding 


REAL ESTATE 


MINNEAPOLIS' BEST GAY REALTORS! Instant Free 
Access to the Twin Cities and Nations Top LGBT Realtors. 


Be Represented! Choose your Perfect Agent On-line at; 
www.GayRealEstate.com. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS - Professional investigators 
providing services to individuals, corporations, insurance 


companies and attorneys. Licensed, bonded, and insured 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. www.authenticinvestigations. 
com. (612) 871-7244 


SOLAR ENERGY 
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Energy Concepts. Great incentives available now for limited 
time for solar electric and thermal! Call for free evaluation. 
www.EnergyConcepts.us, (715)381-9977. 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
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best! Bruck, МТ, DC in South Minneapolis (a (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday parties, 
corporate events, wedding receptions, and more! An 


food and professional staff to cater your event needs. 
TheCrownRoomRogers.com, (763) 428-8181. 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 


www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 


www.capsprogram.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled 
and rediscovered treasures. 
4049 Minnehaha Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 


org/Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 


www.mac-events.o rg 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneap;olis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 


www.womansclub.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 


rograms and community education. 


3000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


FOUNDATIONS 


The Minneapolis Foundation 
Celebrate with us a century of civic 
engagement, diverse community 
building, and prosperity for all. 
www.mpls 100.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender" youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 


“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


ww.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and Brus works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, performance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 


www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus’ transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 


www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 


The "Great Minnesota Get Together" 


provides a world-class showcase 
that is innovative, entertaining and 
fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 
Explore Minnesota 

Celebrating the unique experiences, 
great places & rich culture that can 
only be found in Minnesota. 

121 7th Place E 

Metro Square, Ste. 100 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(888) TOURISM 


www.exploreminnesota.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention 
& Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Salting Wounds 
into Demons 


No one could see him but me. 

I was six years old when he chased me. The 
goblin was a tall, disgusting, angry thing: taller 
than my father, more pungent than a sock, with 
gnarly teeth and thick, heavy thighs. He’d de- 
mand I lie down and please him, then take me 
behind the sofa, pin me to the floor, and laugh 
at my crying. 

I liked what he did. I wanted him to hurt 
me, to scare me, to tell me awful things, and 
bend me to his will. 

My mother caught me a few times behind 
the couch, struggling under him, and she’d 
respond with concern. “I’m only playing 
Army,” Га lie. “Play something else," she'd 
say. But why? 

Why was it wrong for me to have an invisible 
goblin when she had her own, real ones? Four 
or five of them. Her boyfriends. The horror they 
inflicted dwarfed the worst mine dealt. They 
broke dishes, punched holes in walls, told my 
mother they’d kill her. I was in some ways jeal- 
ous. My goblin was banal next to my mother’s 
boyfriends. I wanted one of hers. I wanted one 
of her men to do to me what they did to her. 

I wanted to be my mother, gorgeous and 
charming, an enchanter of men, a seductress 
who'd twist sour hearts around her finger, 
break them to show them that she could, and 


walk away without a second thought. “Weak,” 
she called the nice ones. She tired of the others. 

Until Gene. 

Gene was once my favorite of my mother's 
monsters: a tall, thick man with an affected, 
booming voice and a sick-twisted manner both 
domineering and soft-hearted. He'd buy me 
toys and slap my back so hard it hurt (“pat- 
ting," he called it). 

I took particular interest in Gene for our 
alone time together. Gene exercised his privi- 
lege as a used car salesman by bringing home 
different autos from work. He'd drive me 
around the neighborhood in them, impress- 
ing me in sleek sports cars, taking corners too 
fast, slamming on the breaks in the middle of 
streets, telling me we were going to crash, and 
occasionally grabbing my knee so hard I felt 
it shift under my skin (“I’m just tickling you,” 
he'd say when I'd cry out). 

I enjoyed it. 

But Gene was more disturbing than my 
mother's other boyfriends. Something about 
him was deeply insidious. Just out of sight dur- 
ing even Gene's most frightening outbursts 
lurked something more, something darker, 
more than a monster. It revealed itself only 
once, on the night of his death. 

Gene put a gun to his head in the summer 


of 1992. He sat at the edge of my mother's 
bed after an argument, eerily, too-immediately 
calm, looked into my eyes, and made me bear 
witness to the blooming of a goblin into a de- 
mon. He took a piece of my mother with him 
that night. She blamed herself the rest of her 
life for my being there. She became a different 
person and died a near-empty shell. 

I stopped fantasizing about my goblin after 
Gene. I like to think it died with him. But my 
own sordid history with men gives me pause. 
Might his death been to my personal monster 
what I'd seen bloom from his own — an evo- 
lution into a slyer, more sinister creature, one 
with no need for imagination as sustenance — 
atreacherous addiction to men who'd do more 
than do me wrong, the men I grow increas- 
ingly attracted to. As I age, I see more of my 
mother in myself. 

I imagine we all have goblins hunting us, 
wicked thoughts, feelings, events, people, we 
can't stand but wish secretly never to stop, be- 
cause the goblins after us are us after our own 
vulnerabilities, not terribly unhealthy for most 
people, but ripe for others to danger salting 
wounds into demons. B 


ThroughTheseEyes.JustinJones(dgmail.com 
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2ND ANNUAL 


Luxuryremodelingtour 


AUGUST 15-16 & 22-23 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, NOON-6P.M. 


John Kraemer & Sons, Inc: 


TOUR 9 LUXURY REMODELING PROJECTS ACROSS THE TWIN CITIES! 


Over the course of two weekends, Midwest Home invites you to tour some of the area's top remodeling projects 
with budgets ranging from $300,000 and up across the Twin Cities. Find inspiration, meet with custom 
remodelers, and discover additional resources to make your remodeling dream a reality. 


SPONSORED BY: PRODUCED BY: TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 
TBRU USH .. Lampert e Tickets also 
[ASTERS |Painterati| ati] LA Lumber MIRA E SF MINGLE ые 
ра | | КО IS STUDIOM LuxRemodelingTour.com 
ome M STS $12 in advance, 
е $15 at the door 
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Just be real. You’re in love. 


Shane Co 


Your friend in the diamond business? 
SHANECO.COM | MINNETONKA e WOODBURY 


Fi Жой. 


